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The past year, marked by a very fruitful col-
laboration between the institutions of the 
Lake of Geneva area dedicated to cancer 
research (UNIL, CHUV, HUG, UNIGE, EPFL), 
has led to numerous shared prospects. The 
fact that it was possible to break down can-
tonal barriers is a source of pride for the 
Foundation. The outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic in February / March admittedly 
disrupted the scientists’ and labs’ daily 
routine, but activity never ceased, and the 
scientific momentum was never interrup-
ted. On the contrary, the pandemic has led 
to numerous new projects, partly thanks to 
the arrival of renowned scientists in the var- 
ious institutions.  

At the heart of the Foundation, preparations 
for the change in directorship and presiden-
cy took place under the most favorable 
auspices. Prof. Francis-Luc Perret, who led 
the entire construction of the AGORA com-
plex with renowned expertise, retired at the 
end of December. The new director as of 
February 1, 2021 is Prof. Susan Gasser. Her 
widely proven scientific qualities will ensure 
successful development of the active scien-
tific community working at AGORA. Prof. 
Philippe Eckert, new director of the CHUV, 
as well as Bertrand Levrat, his counterpart 
in Geneva, joined the Foundation Council 
during the year. On February 1, 2021, at 
the end of my statutory 12-year mandate, 

2020, a Pivotal Year 
in Many Respects 

Catherine 
Labouchère

President

I S R E C  —  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e
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I handed over the presidency to Pierre-Ma-
rie Glauser, who has been a member of the 
Council for the past four years. On January 
1, 2021, Claudine Amstein, current director 
of the Vaud Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (CVCI), joined the Foundation Coun-
cil, which is once again complete and pre-
pared to successfully fulfill the Foundation’s 
missions. 

I especially wish to thank Prof. Perret for his 
tireless commitment to AGORA. Thanks to 
him, this center has become a leading can-
cer research institution in the French-speak- 
ing part of Switzerland. I wish him all the 
best for his retirement. I am likewise very 
grateful to Aylin Niederberger, administra-
tive and financial director of the Foundation, 
and to Nathalie Blanc and Isabelle Schiess, 
all three of them invaluable staff members, 
who make it possible for the Foundation to 
carry out its tasks. 

Very special thanks go to all the people and 
organizations who put their donations in the 
hands of the Foundation, trusting that these 
are fully used according to their purpose.

As I leave the Foundation Council and the 
presidency, my gratitude goes out to all 
who have enabled me to accomplish this 
exciting task and who have made it pos-
sible for me to keep two promises : the first 
one was one I made to my predecessor, 
Yves Paternot, pledging that the AGORA 
center would come true. The second one 
was to do everything in my power to en-
sure that patients become an important 
partner in every stage of cancer research. 
I can now retire knowing that the Founda-
tion is in good hands for the next stage of 
its development.

Catherine Labouchère
President

I S R E C  —  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e
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It is with gratitude and enthusiasm that I took 
over the presidency of the ISREC Foundation 
on February 1, 2021, an institution estab- 
lished 57 years ago !

Of course, I am first and foremost grateful  
to Catherine Labouchère, outgoing President, 
and Prof. Francis-Luc Perret, outgoing Director.

Prof. Perret was the ideal person to manage 
the construction of the AGORA research 
cluster and to initiate the work of the institu-
tions located in the center. He accompanied 
this huge construction site with enthusiasm, 
commitment, competence and resolve, en-
abling a smooth process and completion of 
the project on time and within the budget !

Thanks to her unfailing commitment and 
to the quality of her network in the Lake 
of Geneva area, Catherine Labouchère has 
enabled the realization of a project that is 
unique in Switzerland, if not in all of Europe : 
under a single roof are now united several 
institutions collaborating in the field of can-
cer research. Through the pooling of the 
efforts of three universities (UNIL, EPFL and 
UNIGE) and two university hospitals (CHUV 
and HUG), leading cancer scientists and 
physicians have been brought together and 
can now collaborate. These interactions 
and the contribution of the best technolo-
gies epitomize the core of the ISREC Foun-
dation : cutting-edge translational cancer 
research. 

The Challenges Ahead

Prof. Dr. 
Pierre-Marie 

Glauser
President 

(as of February 1, 2021)

I S R E C  —  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e
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The realization of this vision, first expressed 
by Yves Paternot, has become a reality in 
large part due to the efforts of Catherine  
Labouchère. During her presidency, every 
effort was made to overcome institutio-
nal and cantonal obstacles. She ensured 
the cohesion and smooth operation of 
the Foundation Council, which was unani-
mously committed to making the AGORA  
project come true. When I joined the 
Foundation Council four years ago, I dis-
covered a committee composed of crea-
tive and enthusiastic individuals, willing 
to commit themselves to the missions of 
the Foundation with great conviction and 
generosity. Knowing that she was rea-
ching the end of her statutory mandate,  
Catherine Labouchère did everything in 
her power to ensure a smooth transition.  
Accordingly, I was able to take over the presi- 
dency under the best possible conditions. 
Thus, I am particularly grateful to Catherine 
Labouchère for her support during this tran-
sitional phase and to the members of the  
ISREC Foundation Council for their trust. 
I am very pleased to be able to continue  
working with them to achieve the purposes 
of our Foundation. 

Taking over a presidency such  
as that of the ISREC Foundation  
also means rising to the challenges 
lying ahead.

A main goal of the Foundation is to pro-
mote and support institutional collabora-
tions such of those taking place within the 
AGORA research cluster. In this respect, the 
Foundation can count on a first-rate team, 
in particular on Aylin Niederberger who, for 
many years, has tended to our administra-
tive and financial matters with great care 
and constant commitment. The arrival of 
Prof. Susan Gasser as the new director of the 
Foundation on February 1 is of course also 
an invaluable asset. Being an internationally  
renowned scientist, she is ideally suited to 

initiate a dialogue between all the resear-
chers working at AGORA. Her extensive 
Swiss and international academic networks 
are invaluable for future collaborations. 

Another key challenge is to find the funds re-
quired to finance cancer research. The ISREC 
Foundation is particularly well positioned in 
this respect : with its high-level Scientific 
Board and more than half a century of ex-
perience, it is able to evaluate the projects 
it wishes to support and to monitor their 
progress. And this in turn motivates many 
private and institutional donors to trust and 
support the Foundation.
 
It is therefore with great enthusiasm that I 
take over from Catherine Labouchère. I look 
forward to working for the ISREC Foundation.

Prof. Dr. Pierre-Marie Glauser
President

I S R E C  —  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e
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Supporting  
Translational Research 
The ISREC Foundation identifies, selects 
and supports concrete projects that pro-
mote knowledge transfer and collabora-
tions between basic research and clinical 
applications. The aim is to establish novel 
diagnostic and therapeutic approaches 
to study cells and their interactions with 
their environment. This makes it possible 
to act on the causes of dysfunctions lead- 
ing to cancer. 

Supporting Young Scientists 
The ISREC Foundation grants scholarships 
to students, PhD candidates and scien-
tists working in the fields of biology, tech-
nology or medicine, and whose research 
is focused on immunology and oncology.

Founded on June 18, 1964, the ISREC Foun-
dation is a private non-profit foundation. 
In the last more than 56 years, approxi- 
mately 150 personalities from Switzerland 
and abroad, including five Nobel Prize win-
ners, have sat on the Foundation Council or 
the Scientific Board of the ISREC Foundation. 
The Foundation has supported significant 
research projects and discoveries, notably 

in the areas of mutagenesis, genome instabil- 
ity and repair, immunology, immunotherapy, 
the cell cycle, cell biology, tumor virology, 
oncogenes, cell differentiation and bioinfor-
matics. For several decades now, research 
accomplished by scientists and supported 
by the Foundation has been contributing to 
a better understanding of the mechanisms 
underlying cancer and to the identification of 
novel therapeutic targets.

In 2020, true to its topmost mission, which is 
to support cancer research, the Foundation 
granted scholarships to the UNIL and EPFL 
doctoral programs. Funds were also allo-
cated to several cancer research projects in 
various Swiss academic institutions. Some 
of these projects are directly dedicated to 
patient well-being. 

The many successes that have marked the 
history of cancer research are encouraging 
results, as are the statistics of recent years. 
It is in this spirit that our Foundation pur-
sues its missions.
 

THE 
FOUNDATION’S 

MISSIONS

I S R E C  —  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n s
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15 scholarships 
Total amount : CHF 4 080 000.—

.............................................................................................

5 professorships 
Total amount : CHF 25 400 000.—

27 cancer research projects 
Total amount : CHF 26 047 848.—

35 symposiums and scientific conferences  
Total amount : CHF 597 937.—

Young Scientists

Research Projects

Conferences and Symposiums

Financial Contributions  
of the ISREC Foundation between 

2008 and 2020

I S R E C  —  T h e  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n s
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I S R E C  —  N e w  d i r e c t o r a t e 

Having led a biomedical institute in Basel 
for 15 years, I returned to Lausanne, ready 
to sit back and enjoy the lake, mountains, 
and local wines. The opportunity to engage 
myself in leading the ISREC Foundation, 

however, was a chance I could not let slip by.  
The ISREC Foundation has supported 
science-based advances that drive new 
cancer treatments for nearly 60 years. It has 
been a symbol of quality, integrity and pur-

The most promising event of this new era is 
the appointment of Prof. Susan M. Gasser 
as the Director of the Foundation, starting 
in February 2021. The scientific career of 
this renowned biologist consolidates the 
message and missions of the ISREC Foun-
dation, both from a national viewpoint and 
from the perspective of the French-speak- 

ing part of Switzerland. Internationally rec- 
ognized for her contributions in the fields 
of genome stability and epigenetics, Prof. 
Gasser follows in the footsteps of Prof. 
Francis-Luc Perret, who played an excep-
tional role by helping design and bring into 
existence the AGORA center.

New Directorate  
for a Foundation Serving 

Research

Prof.  
Susan M. 
Gasser

Director 
(as of February 1, 2021)
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I S R E C  —  N e w  d i r e c t o r a t e 

pose: its mission has always been to sup-
port the development of improved cancer 
therapies and to ensure their delivery to pa-
tients. The last 20 years, with the advent of 
accurate and efficient genome sequencing, 
has seen molecular and cellular biology de-
liver an ever-deeper grasp of the causes, 
progression, and regression of cancers. 
Understanding the immune system and its 
interface with cancer, as well as the unique 
roles played by the tumor microenviron-
ment, are just a few of the aspects pursued 
today in Lausanne, with the support the  
ISREC Foundation. 

From harnessing the power of our innate 
and adaptive immune systems in the treat-
ment of cancer, to the optimization of rapid 
deep radiation for FLASH cancer therapy, 
innovation is key to improving the survival 
of cancer patients. With international recog- 
nition and a rigorous scientific council, the 
ISREC Foundation has a unique role to play 
in supporting cutting-edge research that 
leads directly to clinical application. 

Yves Paternot, former President of the ISREC 
Foundation Council, aspired to create an 
institute that would bring together a range 
of different disciplines in science and tech-
nology and clinicians engaged in treating 
cancer. He envisioned an environment in 
which leading researchers from different 
disciplines would work together, learning 
to speak the same language while collabo-
rating on the improvement of cancer ther- 
apies. The ISREC Foundation, inspired by 
Yves Paternot, managed to build a beautiful 
building in the middle of Lausanne, imme-
diately across from the CHUV, the cantonal 
university hospital, financed thanks to the 
efforts of his successor Catherine Labouchère  
and my predecessor Francis-Luc Perret. For 
the first time ever, the EPFL, UNIL, CHUV, 
UNIGE and HUG agreed to participate in col-
laborative and open research efforts aimed 
at translational cancer research. The mere 

fact that Geneva and Lausanne are collabo-
rating with a federal institute was enough to 
make me want to engage in this effort. 

AGORA is a magical place : large open labs, 
coffee spaces for exchange, offices with 
views over the city, strong core facilities and 
a rich population of young, active scientists 
and medical doctors. This is a recipe for 
success, and I was immediately attracted to 
this unique environment.

The opportunities we see for making a differ- 
ence in the lives of patients are tremendous 
and the time for action is now. The enormous 
advances of genomics and sequencing are 
increasing the diagnostic power of single- or 
few-cell analyses, the advances of machine 
learning applied to tumor samples will allow 
us to predict which tumors will respond to 
a given treatment, and the power of cell 
engineering will enable us to prime T cells 
for ever better immunological responses to 
cancer. Counteracting the immune check-
point offers the possibility to harness our 
own bodies in the fight against cancer, while 
advances in microsurgery coupled with po-
tentiating therapies such as hyperthermia 
may improve therapeutic effectiveness to a 
point that many cancers may be cured. This 
is the goal. And we believe the time for ac-
tion – on the level of research, development, 
and implementation – is now. These oppor-
tunities need to be introduced into practice 
in our local hospitals, and the collaboration 
of the AGORA with the CHUV and the HUG 
is exemplary. 

The mission, place and time were  
all aligned – and I personally feel  
honored and enthused to take  
on the directorship of the ISREC  
Foundation !

What distinguishes the ISREC Foundation 
from others engaged in philanthropic sup-
port of cancer patients ? To put it in a very 
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few words: the ISREC Foundation has a long 
tradition of scientific rigor and excellence. 
This is embodied in a world-class Scientific 
Board and its president, currently Professor 
Franco Cavalli, head of the IOSI in Bellin-
zona. The Board ensures that the financial 
support offered by the ISREC Foundation 
is directed towards the most deserving ef-
forts in the realm of research. The Scienti-
fic Board is made up of leading scientists 
in cancer research, namely Fabrice André, 
Michael N. Hall, Peter Johnson, and Anne 
Müller, with whom I will work closely. By 
reviewing and carefully following up on the 
progress of projects funded by the ISREC 
Foundation, this board ensures that invest-
ments are well spent. This makes the ISREC 
Foundation a preferred partner for other 
foundations of a philanthropic nature, and 
is a token of achievement for funded scien-
tists. This tradition of supporting research 
of highest integrity was established in the 
1990s and has stood the test of time. 

As incoming Director, I have been thor- 
oughly impressed by the dedication, en-
ergy and expertise which Prof Perret and 
Mme Labouchère invested in the ISREC 
Foundation and the AGORA building. Their 
commitment and skill in bringing together 
the major institutes of the Lake of Geneva 
area and enabling them to join efforts at 
the AGORA were exceptional. Their vision 
and talents are sorely missed, and we wish 
them the best as they take on new chal- 
lenges. We would be nowhere without them, 
and any success we have in the future will 
build on the foundations they have laid. 
Hats off to Francis-Luc Perret and Catherine  
Labouchère.

Prof. Susan M. Gasser
Director

I S R E C  —  N e w  d i r e c t o r a t e
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Thank you  
Prof. Francis-Luc 
Perret !
These past seven years, Prof. Francis-Luc 
Perret directed the ISREC Foundation with 
remarkable efficiency. He expertly over-
saw the realization of the AGORA – Pôle de  
recherche sur le cancer and meticulously re- 
spected the imposed schedule, quality and 
budget. He accompanied the commission- 
ing of the building and its integration into 
the hospital campus, and tirelessly worked 
through all the minute details of the project. 
Today, the center inspires the scientists 
who work there (see interview with Prof. 
Mikaël Pittet on page 18) and who appre-
ciate the interdisciplinary exchanges that 
take place there on a daily basis. Mission 
accomplished !

The ISREC Foundation is profoundly grate-
ful to Prof. Perret for all this, but also for his 
humanity, the energy he has instilled in the 
scientific and technical teams, and the im-
pact of his missions. 

Thank you, Professor, and best wishes !

I S R E C  —  P r o f .  F r a n c i s - L u c  P e r r e t
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I S R E C  —  A G O R A
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I S R E C  —  A G O R A



I S R E C  —  A G O R A ,  u n  c e n t r e  q u i  p r e n d  v i e
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PROFESSOR  
MIKAËL PITTET   
Professor at the University  
of Geneva and holder  
of the ISREC Foundation  
Oncoimmunology Chair 

After completing his doctorate in  
immunology at the Ludwig Institute for 
Cancer Research and UNIL, Mikaël Pittet 
continued his research at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute  
in Boston. In September 2020, he joined 
the UNIGE Faculty of Medicine as a full 
professor in the Department of Pathology 
and Immunology. 

His lab, located in the AGORA – Pôle  
de recherche sur le cancer, focuses on 
oncoimmunology. Prof. Mikaël Pittet  
and his team aim to better understand 
the factors that may increase the  
effectiveness of cancer treatments. 

According to the « Web of Sciences » 
ranking, Prof. Pittet is among the most 
cited researchers worldwide. This achieve- 
ment underlines the excellence and  
the importance of his scientific research, 
and serves as a fine recognition of  
his work. 

INTERVIEW WITH  
MIKAËL PITTET   

I S R E C  —  I n t e r v i e w

« We scientists are specialists, and although  
we are talented in our respective fields, it is difficult 

for us to single-handedly complete a project that  
is intended to benefit patients. The idea of bringing 

together experts working in different fields  
within the AGORA center is brilliant. »
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You are trying to understand  
why immunotherapy, which in itself 
has revolutionized cancer therapies,  
is not effective in all patients.  
Can you please explain your research 
strategy ?
Immunotherapies target cells of the im-
mune system, which are then able to elimi-
nate tumors. And it works! At the present 
time, immunotherapies are very effective in 
some patients. However, currently available 
therapies only target one particular class of 
immune cells, the so-called T lymphocytes 
or T cells. 

In my lab, we are interested in other im-
mune cell classes, which we might also 
be able to use as therapeutic targets. We 
proceed step-by-step : in a first stage, we 
identify all the different immune cells in a 
tumor (i.e., not only the T lymphocytes). 
Next, we try to understand the role these 
cells play in their environment. For example, 
do some of these cells encourage or, on the 
contrary, inhibit tumor growth? And finally, 
we try to find out how we can manipulate 
these newly identified cells, in order to de-
velop therapeutic approaches that comple-
ment existing treatments. 

You are exploring a yet poorly 
understood aspect of immune cells. 
This is a journey into the unknown ! 
How do you go about investigating 
this aspect specifically ?
You are right, we are first and foremost ex-
plorers. We use tools that allow us to investi-
gate and map the complexity of the immune 
system. Perhaps one can compare this pro-
cess to the exploration of the world a few 
centuries ago. We discover large groups of 
cells that form « continents ». Within these 
continents, we then notice smaller groups 
of cells, which represent the « states » or 
« regions » of the immune world. 

One of our important discoveries is that 
many of these immune cell groups display 
unique properties. This allows us to specif- 

ically target these cells, in order to deter-
mine their impact on tumor progression. If 
we discover a cell group that promotes can-
cer growth, we try to develop therapeutic 
strategies that will allow us to decrease the 
number or the function of these cells. If, on 
the other hand, we discover a group of cells 
that display antitumor properties, we look 
for ways to increase their number or their 
function. 

Once you have found promising leads, 
we hope you can translate these 
into tools and results. The ultimate goal 
is of course helping patients.  
What is the expected time frame?
Obviously, we hope to achieve our goals as 
quickly as possible. An important question 
is how to accelerate the translation of fun-
damental research into the development of 
treatments that can be applied to patients. 
The advantage of working in an environ-
ment such as the one found in the AGORA 
building, which is truly a cancer research 
hub, is that under a single roof we have 
experts in different disciplines working on 
complementary aspects to reach this goal. 

I S R E C  —  I n t e r v i e w

Green cells : lymphocytes / Blue cells : macrophages
Pink cells : tumor cells
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The path leading to the development of a 
new treatment is quite long, but we hope to 
save time thanks to the infrastructure avail- 
able in our building. I must add that we also 
collaborate with a large network of people 
and institutions located throughout the 
Lake of Geneva area. We are for instance 
closely linked to hospitals, both in Lausanne 
(CHUV) and Geneva (HUG). 

With the construction of the AGORA 
building, the ISREC Foundation aimed 
to bring together people working  
in different fields. The COVID-19 pan-
demic may have slowed down these 
interactions, but it is good to hear 
that they are developing as planned. 
This is a dream come true !
Yes, I share your enthusiasm ! To make rapid 
progress, it helps to be able to collaborate 
with experts in different fields. We scientists 
are specialists, and although we are talented 
in our respective fields, it is difficult for us 
to single-handedly complete a project that 
is intended to benefit patients. The idea of 
bringing together experts working in differ- 
ent fields within the AGORA center is bril-
liant. In this way, for example, biologists, 
clinicians, bioinformaticians and engineers 
can interact on a regular basis, develop a 
common language and thus better under- 
stand the challenges on hand and seek  
solutions together. I am convinced that the 
dynamics hoped for by the ISREC Founda-
tion have come into being. 

Among the many professionals  
present in the AGORA center are not 
only scientists dedicated to basic  
research in labs, but also clinicians 
who are in close contact with patients.  
The patient is also at the heart  
of the ISREC Foundation’s mission.  
For someone like you, who comes 
from this very applied field, isn’t  
the patient a rather abstract subject ?
Exchanging views and information with clini-
cians on a daily basis is vital and an impor-
tant way for us to better understand cancer. 

It also allows us to react when a treatment is 
not as effective as expected, to find out why 
it isn’t working and to search for new and 
better therapeutic solutions. Today, patients 
are at the center of our research. 

During the construction of the  
AGORA center, a common question 
was whether patients would be  
present in the building. Would you say, 
today, that through the clinicians  
they are present in your research ?
Absolutely, and this influences the way we 
work. We have many ideas on how the im-
mune system functions, but we need this 
contact with cancer patients if we want to 
understand what specifically happens when 
a tumor evolves, when it responds to treat-
ment or when a new therapy is required. 
Thanks to these interactions, we can collect 
key data that allows us to shape our under- 
standing of the immune system and then to 
design experiments that enable us to test 
these ideas. The ultimate goal is to be able 
to return to the patient with new treatments 
that are even more effective. 

Have you had other opportunities  
to work in such an environment during 
your career ?
I have been convinced of the potential of this 
kind of work environment for quite some 
time. In the past, I was able to interact with 
colleagues working in other disciplines. But 
this is the first time I am part of a real effort 
to bring together specialists from different 
fields under one roof. This is amazing. 

One of the main missions of the  
ISREC Foundation is to support young 
scientists and academics. As a profes-
sor teaching at UNIGE, you are in close 
contact with the next generation of 
researchers. Is this important to you ? 
How do you connect with them  
and motivate them to flourish in these 
complex domains ?
This contact is essential for me and I find it 
fascinating. First of all, we have knowledge to 

I S R E C  —  I n t e r v i e w
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I S R E C  —  I n t e r v i e w

share and we need to encourage these ex-
changes in order to support young scientists. 
It is also a good idea to establish connec-
tions between these people and to show 
them the importance of the collaborations 
they can initiate. We indeed observe that 
partnerships, frequently interdisciplinary 
collaborations, often allow us to increase our 
knowledge of a subject. 

Strategically, it is essential to create connec-
tions between scientists working in different 
disciplines, so that they can work together 
on future solutions. For example, by being 
exposed to the field of oncology, young 
bioinformaticians and engineers will be able 
to involve themselves very rapidly in cancer 
research and to contribute their expertise. 
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This interdisciplinary exchange among 
young scientists also enables each one of 
them to better understand the language 
the other one speaks. In this context, I am 
convinced that all of us should pursue the 
following two goals: first, we need to be 
highly knowledgeable in our own field, so 
as to perform the best possible research. 
Secondly, we must possess the necessary 
knowledge to understand interdisciplinary 
colleagues and to converse with them. 

You recently returned to Switzerland 
after 17 years in the United States. 
This must have been a big change  
for you. Your motivation must have 
been very strong for you to have 
taken this major step. What made you 
want to come back ?
First of all, it was a new adventure, and ad-
ventures are always exciting! Beyond that, 
I have to say that what is happening here 
is remarkable. The AGORA center is a truly 
exceptional place, and it is difficult to find 
an equivalent elsewhere. This facility allows 
us to perform cutting-edge research in the 
field of oncology. The evolution of cancer re-
search in the Lake of Geneva area probably 

makes this area the best location in Europe 
in this field. For me, this is a unique opportu-
nity to contribute to this development, and a 
wonderful time in my career. 

What does the ISREC Foundation’s 
support mean to you ?
It’s very simple : it makes all the difference. 
Let me start with the financial support we 
receive: normally, it takes months to apply 
for funds for a clearly defined project. Here, 
the funds I receive are linked to a topic, i.e., 
cancer research. Accordingly, my team is 
very flexible, as we can adapt or change 
the course of our research without delay. 
For example, if tomorrow we realize that we 
need to answer a new question as quickly 
as possible, we can get to work immedi- 
ately. This is a very stimulating situation for 
us scientists. 

In addition, thanks to the infrastructure pro-
vided in the AGORA building, we have ac-
cess to cutting-edge technology. Everything 
we need is available on site. As a bonus, the 
fact that we are beneficiaries of the ISREC 
Foundation’s support gives me and my team 
a sense of pride. The relationship of trust 
that has developed between the Foundation 
and us is remarkable. It is our turn to prove 
that we deserve this trust !

The ISREC Foundation depends  
entirely on donations. Is there any-
thing you would like to tell the donors, 
both small and large, some of whom 
have been loyal to our cause for  
many years ?
There is so much to say, but I will start with 
four words : thank you so much ! These gener- 
ous donors make state-of-the-art research 
possible, and thanks to their support, lo-
cal scientists can do a fantastic job. Most 
donors do not know the researchers who 
benefit from their generosity, so, being able 
to observe the situation from the inside, I 
can tell them that I see incredibly motivated 
teams of scientists. They work tirelessly, 
sometimes at night, often on weekends, 
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with an unflagging desire to increase our 
knowledge of cancer and to develop new 
treatment strategies. The generosity of the 
donors therefore has an impact on many 
people and benefits scientists who are truly 
committed to this cause. 

I would like to conclude by sharing my opti-
mism. Recently, immunotherapies have revo- 
lutionized the way we treat certain types of 
cancer, yet this is only the very beginning of 

an incredible adventure. Based on the data we 
are generating, we think that new and more 
effective treatments will soon be available, 
and that these therapies will help control can-
cer types that are not yet treatable. This gives 
us great hope for the patients. 

 

I S R E C  —  I n t e r v i e w

The immune cells develop in the bone marrow. Some of them migrate into the tumor, where they can influence the course of the disease 
(positively or negatively). / Pages 24 – 25 : Palisade, a depiction of the complex brain tumor microenvironment.
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The ISREC Foundation supports  
PhD students working in the fields of  
biology and medicine. This funding  
is possible thanks to two types  
of grants : 

—	 « Allocated grants »  
	 awarded to top students

wishing to enroll in a doc-
toral program in biology or 
medicine. They are made 
possible by donations from 
physical or moral persons. 
The Foundation guarantees 
that the funds are used  
in full to finance the project 
to which they have been 
allocated.

—	 « ISREC grants » 
	 or financial support 

from the ISREC Foundation 
for a thesis. These grants 
are awarded to top students 
wishing to enroll in a doc-
toral program in biology or 
medicine. They are financed 
thanks to donations,  
legacies and successions. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In 2020, the ISREC Foundation  
supported the PhD work of five  
students :

DANIELA CROPP   
Lab of Dr. Grégory Verdeil, Department 
of Fundamental Oncology, UNIL 
Study of the Role of NFAT5 in Tumor- 
Specific T Cells.   
This « ISREC grant », amounting to  
CHF 80 000.– per year, was awarded in April 
2019 for 4 years.

SILVIA PODAVINI    
Lab of Prof. Margot Thome Miazza, 
Biochemistry Department, UNIL 
Biochemical Identification and Charac- 
terization of PD1 Signaling Components.   
This « ISREC grant », amounting to  
CHF 80 000.– per year, was awarded  
in August 2019 for 4 years.

SUPPORTED 
PROJECTS
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Young Scientists

All scientific summaries are available online : 
www.isrec.ch/en/the-research
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ANDREA AGNOLETTO     
Lab of Prof. Cathrin Brisken,  
EPFL/SV/ISREC 
Androgen Receptor Signaling in the  
Normal Breast Epithelium and in Estrogen 
Receptor Alpha-Positive Breast Cancer.   
This « ISREC grant », amounting to  
CHF 80 000.– per year, was awarded  
in September 2019 for 4 years.

ARNAUD BAKARIC      
Lab of Prof. Nicolo Riggi,  
Institute of Pathology, UNIL-CHUV
Identification of Molecular Mechanisms 
Underlying CIC-DUX4 Tumor Pathogenesis 
and Aggressiveness.  
This MD-PhD «ISREC grant», amounting  
to CHF 60 000.–, was awarded in November 
2019 for a period of 1 year. 

SIMGE YÜCEL   
Labs of Prof. Douglas Hanahan  
and Prof. Michele De Palma,  
EPFL/SV/ISREC
Mechanisms and Therapeutic Targeting  
of the Neuronal NMDAR Signaling Pathway 
Promoting Breast Cancer Pathogenesis.
This « ISREC grant », amounting to  
CHF 80 000.– per year, was awarded  
in November 2020 for 4 years.

I S R E C  —  S u p p o r t e d  p r o j e c t s
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Translational research projects en- 
courage collaborations between basic  
and clinical research. Their goal is to 
study cells and their interactions with 
the environment, and to provide im-
pulses for novel therapies and clinical 
approaches designed to act on the 
causes of cellular malfunction. Finan-
cial support for translational cancer 
research projects is possible thanks  
to two different types of subsidies : 

—	 « ISREC Chairs »   
	 The purpose of these  
	 professorships is to offer 		
	 young professors affiliated 	

to the EPFL or to a Swiss 
university (faculty of biology 
or medicine) the opportu-
nity to launch their research 
careers. They are financed 
through the fortune of the 
Foundation. 

—	 « Allocated Funds »  
	 These funds from private 

donations are specifically 
created for each project and 
may solely be used for their 
predetermined purpose.  
The Foundation guarantees 
that the donations are used 
in full to finance the project 
to which they have been 
assigned.

In 2020, the following chairs were 
financed by the ISREC Foundation :

 
Decoding the Genetics of Lymphoma 
for the Development of New Therapies  
This translational oncology chair, endowed 
with CHF 500  000.– per year, was awarded 
in November 2014 for a period of 6 years 
to the research group of Prof. Elisa Oricchio 
(EPFL/SV/ISREC).

Molecular Cancer Immunotherapy  
and Immune Engineering  
This translational oncology chair, endowed 
with CHF 500  000.– per year, was awarded 
in June 2015 for a period of 6 years  
to the research group of « tenure track » 
Prof. Ping-Chih Ho (UNIL/LUDWIG).

Cancer Immunity in Context 
This immuno-oncology chair, endowed  
with CHF 1 000 000.– per year, was awarded 

SUPPORTED 
PROJECTS
Translational Research



in July 2019 for a period of 10 years 
to the research group of Prof. Mikaël Pittet 
(UNIGE/AGORA).

Brain Tumor Immunology Program
This immuno-oncology chair, endowed  
with CHF 400 000.– per year, was awarded 
in December 2019 for a period of 6 years to 
the research group of Prof. Denis Migliorini 
(Laboratoire d’immunologie des tumeurs/
UNIGE/AGORA).

Projects supported in 2020 :

A Phase I Clinical Trial Assessing 
Prophylactic Infusion of Donor 
CD45RA-Negative Memory/Effector T 
Cells into Patients Transplanted  
with Hematopoietic Stem Cells  
from Haploidentical Donors After  
Reduced Intensity Conditioning  
This « allocated fund » provided by the 
Symphasis charitable umbrella foundation, 
amounting to CHF 77 000.–, was awarded 
to Dr. Anne-Claire Mamez (HUG) in April 
2018 for 4 years.

A Model of Care Based on Electronic 
Patient-Reported Outcomes for  
the Early Detection and Management 
of Immune-Related Adverse Events 
in Patients Under Immunotherapy : 

A Multicentric Phase II Randomized 
Controlled Trial (IePRO)
This « allocated fund » for nursing  
research, derived from a private donation 
and amounting to CHF 1 000 000.–,  
was awarded to Prof. Olivier Michielin  
and Prof. Manuela Eicher (CHUV)  
in November 2018 for 3 years.

Deciphering Tumorigenesis  
Driven by Replication-Associated  
DNA Damage 
This « allocated fund » in genetics and  
genomics, amounting to CHF 280 000.–, 
was awarded in January 2019 to Prof.  
Massimo Lopes (University of Zurich) and 
Prof. Achim Weber (University Hospital 
Zurich) for 2 years.

Investigating the Functional Role  
of Cellular Phenotypes in Melanoma 
Targeted Therapy 
This « allocated fund » in oncogenic 
signaling, amounting to CHF 280 000.–, was 
granted in January 2019 to Prof. Reinhard 
Dummer (Department of Dermatology, 
University Hospital Zurich) and Prof. Lukas 
Sommer (Institute of Anatomy, University of 
Zurich) for 2 years.
 
Immunotherapy for Relapsed- 
Refractory Pediatric and Young Adult 

I S R E C  —  S u p p o r t e d  p r o j e c t s
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B-Cell Precursor Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia: CAR-T Cell Clinical Trial 
Development 
This «allocated fund» in pediatric oncology, 
amounting to CHF 856 740.–, was awarded 
to Dr. Francesco Ceppi (CHUV) in Sep-
tember 2019 for 3 years.

Clinical Translation of FLASH  
Radiotherapy 
This «allocated fund», derived from  
a donation of the Biltema Foundation and 
amounting to CHF 1 150 000.–, was  
awarded to Prof. Jean Bourhis (CHUV)  
in June 2020 for 2.5 years.

Development of a Framework  
and Toolkit for Patient and Public 
Involvement in Cancer Research  
Focusing on Patient-Reported  
Outcome/Experience Measures
This « allocated fund » in nursing research, 
amounting to CHF 76 400.–, was awarded 
to Prof. Manuela Eicher (Institute of Higher 
Education and Research in Healthcare – 
IUFRS) in July 2020 for 1 year. 

Development of a Novel B Cell-Based 
Vaccine for Metastatic Solid Cancers
This «allocated fund» for immunotherapies, 
amounting to CHF 395 000.–, was awarded 
to Prof. Lana Kandalaft (Oncology Depart-
ment, UNIL/CHUV) in September 2020 for  
3 years. 

Distress Management
This « allocated fund » in nursing research, 
amounting to CHF 15 000.–, was awarded 
to Prof. Manuela Eicher (Institute of Higher 
Education and Research in Healthcare - 
IUFRS) in October 2020 for 1 year.

Targeting Tumor-Infiltrating Myeloid 
Cells for Prostate Cancer Therapy
This « allocated fund » in clinical research, 
amounting to CHF 300 000.–, was awarded 
to Prof. Andrea Alimonti (Institute of  
Oncology Research) in October 2020 for  
2 years.
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Transcriptomic and Phenotypic  
Profiling of the White Blood Cells  
in Breast Cancer
This «allocated fund», amounting to  
CHF 314 520.–, was awarded to Prof. Curzio 
Rüegg (University of Fribourg) in October 
2020 for 2 years. 

BET – Bio-Engineering  
and Technology
This «allocated fund», amounting to  
CHF 800 000.–, was awarded in October 
2020 for the establishment of the BET  
lab at the heart of the AGORA – Pôle de  
recherche sur le cancer.

SAKK 16/18 : Immune-Modulatory 
Radiotherapy to Enhance the Effects 
of Neo-Adjuvant PD-L1 Blockade after 
Neo-Adjuvant Chemotherapy in  
Patients with Resectable Stage III (N2) 
Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer (NSCLC).  
A Multicenter Phase II Trial
This « allocated fund » in clinical research, 
amounting to CHF 310 000.–, was awarded 
to Dr. Sacha Rothschild (University Hospital 
Basel) in December 2020 for 3 years.

Methylation Profiling  
in Rhabdomyosarcoma
This «allocated fund» in pediatric cancer 
research, amounting to CHF 120 000.–, was 
awarded to Dr. Eva Brack (Pediatric Oncolo-
gy Department, Inselspital, Bern)  
in December 2020 for 2 years.

All scientific summaries are available online : 
www.isrec.ch/en/the-research
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THE FOUNDATION COUNCIL 
The Foundation Council is the highest managing authority of the Foundation.  
It allocates resources, appoints its own members, those of the Scientific Board  
and the Management, as well as the Financial Auditors. It approves the annual  
budget and the Foundation’s accounts.
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THE SCIENTIFIC BOARD 
The Scientific Board is composed of experts of international renown in various fields  
of cancer research, who cannot be a member of the Foundation Council, with the 
exception of the president of the Scientific Board, by virtue of his position. Assisted by  
the Scientific Board, the Management selects the research projects to be funded,  
and presents its recommendations to the Foundation Council. 

THE MANAGEMENT 
Assisted by the Scientific Board, the Management selects the research projects  
to be funded. It develops and recommends a fundraising strategy and carries out  
the tasks defined by the Foundation Council.

THE FINANCIAL AUDITORS 
The financial auditors, whose tasks are determined by law, are nominated by  
the Foundation Council. They are elected for one year. The 2020 mandate was entrusted  
to Ernst & Young SA in Lausanne, a fiduciary company recognized by the Swiss Institute  
of Certified Accountants and Tax Consultants.
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BOOK 
OF DONORS

Since 1964, numerous donors have supported our cause through their gifts,  
subsidies or legacies and have contributed to the progress of cancer research.  

We are very grateful and thank each one 
of them most warmly.

Among these donors, more than six hundred appear in our Book of Donors :

MORE THAN  
ONE MILLION  
FRANCS
 
Two anonymous gifts / One anonymous legacy, Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Anne B., 

Lausanne / Mrs. Annette B., Vevey / Mrs. Anne-Laurence B., Préverenges / Legacy 

Mrs. Wilhelmine B., Lausanne / Biltema Foundation, Amsterdam / Mr. Dimitri D., 

Pully / Mrs. Hilda D., Colombier / Mrs. Johannette G., Lausanne / Göhner Founda-

tion, Zug / Mrs. Jeanne H., Neuchâtel / Mr. Jean-Pierre H., St-Imier / Mrs. Henriette 

H.-C., Lausanne / Legacy Mr. Hans H., Vufflens-le-Château / Helmut Horten Foun-

dation, Lugano / Istanjac Foundation, Triesen / Lardeco Foundation, Vaduz / Lartek  

Limited, Bermuda / Le Laurier Rose Foundation, Lausanne / Leenaards Founda-

tion, Lausanne / Swiss Cancer League, Bern / Loterie Romande, Lausanne / Legacy 

Mr. Emile M., Bursins / Legacy Mrs. Marie M., Marin / Nouvelle Cassius Foundation, 

Vaduz / Mrs. Judith P., Lausanne / Mr. Yves J. P., Verbier / Pestalozzi Foundation, 

Road Town / Porthos Foundation, Triesen / Mrs. Martine Monique R., Geneva / 

Mr. Eric S., Neuchâtel / Sevastopoulo Fund, Lausanne / Mr. Marc V., Lausanne / 

Canton Vaud

BETWEEN  
CHF 100 000.– AND  
1 MILLION FRANCS 
 
Thirty-four anonymous gifts / Aiuto Foundation, Nyon / Canton Aargau / Mrs.  

Adelhaid Gertrud B., Hilterfingen / Mrs. Anne B., Préverenges / Mrs. Charlotte B., Roma-

nel / Mrs. Dina Henriette B., Vevey / Mrs. Elise B., Chailly-s/Montreux / Succession Mme  

Jacqueline B., Paris / Canton Bern / Mrs. Anne-Marie C., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs.  

Florence Helen C., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. Jeannette C., Vevey / Mrs. Suzanne C., 

Prilly / José Carreras pour la lutte contre la leucémie Foundation, Meyrin / Ceres 

Foundation, Carouge / Copley May Foundation, Geneva / Câbleries et Tréfileries 

de Cossonay / Ciba-Geigy SA, Basel / Mrs. Ida d’A., Lausanne / Mrs. Catherine D., 

Montreux / Mrs. Clara D., Montreux / Mr. Damien D., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Doris 

Ursula D., St-Sulpice / Mr. Henri D., Monaco / Mr. Irmgard D., Locarno / Legacy Mrs. 

Perdrix D., Montreux / Mr. Marcel D., Lausanne / Mrs. Simone D., Lausanne  / Mrs. 

Elisabeth E., Geneva / Echec au cancer de la Broye, Payerne / Mrs. Bertha F.,  

Yverdon / Mrs. Lilia F., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Alma Maria F., Petit-Lancy / Legacy 

Mrs. Emma Germaine F., Orbe / Alfred Fischer Foundation, Lausanne / François 

Guédon Fiduciaire & Gérance SA, Lausanne / Canton Fribourg and Ligue fri-

bourgeoise contre le cancer / Mrs. Andrée Lucienne G., Pully / Mrs. Esmeralda 

G., Lausanne / Mr. Louis G., Prilly / Legacy Mrs. Aline G., Kirchberg / Legacy Mrs.  

Antoinette G., Colombier / Legacy Mrs. Claudine G. L., Lausanne / Gygi-Beguin 

Fund, Lausanne / Canton Geneva / Mrs. Elvine H., Montreux / M. Georg Philip 

H., Leipzig / Mrs. Liise H. / Mr. René H., Lausanne / Heskem Foundation, Vaduz /  

Hoffman-La Roche & Co, Basel / Mrs. Alice J., Pully / Mrs. Marguerite J.-K., Lau-

sanne / Canton Jura / Mrs. Consuela K., Lausanne / Mrs. Laura L., Spanien / Mrs. 

Marthe L., Lausanne / Mr. Pierre Louis L., Lausanne / Mrs. Yvette L., Vevey / Ligue 

vaudoise contre le cancer, Lausanne / Municipalité de Lausanne / Mr. Karl Heinz 

M., Krienz  / Mrs. Lilianne M., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Louise M., Corsier / Mrs. Mar-

the M., Lausanne / Mrs. Odette M., Lausanne / Mr. Roland M., Cugy / Legacy Mrs. 

Marie M., Vevey / Legacy Mrs. Louisa M., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Monique M.,  

Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Raymonde M., Lausanne / Medic Foundation, Geneva /  

Migros Genossenschafts-Bund, Zürich / Mrs. Denise Alice N., Neuchâtel / Nestlé 

SA, Vevey / Canton Neuchâtel / Oiseau Bleu Foundation, Vaduz / Orfeo Foundation, 

Vaduz / Mrs. Elisabeth P., Neyruz / Mr. Franz P., Coppet / Mrs. Marie-Louise P., Lau-

sanne / Mrs. Marthe P., Lutry / Mr. Pierre P., Estavayer-le-Lac / Legacy Mr. Luis P. M., 

Rolle / Jacqueline Petit Foundation, Lausanne / Fondation de bienfaisance de la 

Banque Pictet & Cie, Carouge / Mrs. Louise Q., Renens / Mr. Georges R., Paris / Mrs. 

Nina R., Pully / The Rose Charitable Trust, United Kingdom / Mr. Edouard-Marcel S., 

Lausanne / Mrs. Georgette S., Geneva / Mrs. Paulette S., Denens / Mrs. Rosalie S., 

Montreux / Mr. and Mrs. S.-B., Sierre / Legacy Mrs. Martha S., Yverdon / Swiss Me-

dical Network, Echandens / Canton St-Gallen / Miss Suzanne-Marie T., Payerne  / 

Michel Tossizza Foundation, Lausanne / Tetra Laval International, Pully / Mrs. Eve-

lyne V., Lausanne / Mrs. Gabriella Maria W., Geneva / Mrs. Henriette W., Lausanne 

/ Mrs. Mona W., Geneva / Mrs. Nina W. Lonay / Prof. Dr h.c. René W. (Castolin SA), 

St-Sulpice / Canton Valais / Mrs. Gertrud Z., Münchenstein / Mr. Walther Willy Z., 

Montreux / Canton Zürich

 

BETWEEN CHF 50 000.– 
AND CHF 100 000.–
 
Thirteen anonymous gifts / Mrs. Alice A., Moutier / Mrs. Yvette A., Vevey / Mr. 

Bernard B., Bournens / Mr. Ernesto B., Geneva / Mrs. Germaine B.-R., Aubonne / 

Mr. Giovanni B., Lausanne / Mrs. Liliane B., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie B., Pully / Mrs. 

Rachelle B., Montreux / Canton Basel-Landschaft / Borel & Barbey, Geneva / Mrs. 

Alice E. C., Orbe / Mrs. Fernande C., Lausanne / Mr. Marcel C., Lausanne / Mrs. 

Teresa C.-R., Zürich / Mrs. Violette C., Lausanne / Centrale Suisse des Lettres de 

Gages (Pfandbriefzentrale), Bern / Chafee Foundation, Schaan / Mrs Ariane D.,  

Geneva / Mr. Jean D., Biel / Mrs. Martine D., Lausanne / Mrs. Raymonde D., Morges  / 

Mrs. Fernande D.-A., Les Cullayes / Legacy Mr. Jean D., Peseux / Mrs. Marie E.-B., 

Crans-près-Céligny / Jules & Irène Ederer-Uehlinger Foundation, Bern / Emou-

na Foundation / Mrs. Arlette F., Vevey / Mrs. Josette F., Neuchâtel / Fabrique de 

Câbles Electriques, Cortaillod / Mrs. Claudine G., New York / Mrs. Dorothéa G., 

Lausanne  / Mrs. Lidia G., Echallens / Mrs. Liliane G., Aubonne / Mr. Jean-Charles H., 

Geneva  / Mrs. Marie Juliette Simone H., Geneva / Mrs. Renée H., Lausanne / Prof. 

Gustave J., Zürich / Mrs. Margarete J., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Louise J., Renens  / Mrs.  

Hedwige Meinrada L.-G. / Les Halliers Foundation, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne / Lombard 

Odier Foundation, Geneva / Cancer league Valais, Sierre / La Suisse Assurances, 

Lausanne / Mrs. Marianne M., Lausanne / Mr. Eugen M.-M., Kilchberg / Nirmo Foun-

dation, Triesen / Nutresco SA, Penthalaz / Mrs. Andrée P., Lausanne / Mrs. Madeleine 

P., Bulle / Mrs. Etiennette Q. da F., Lausanne / Mrs. Gabrielle R., Aubonne / Mrs.

Marianne R.-B.-J., Fleurier / Mrs. Anne-Marie S., Romanel / Legacy Mrs. Denise 

S., Bussy-Chardonney / Charles Schwab & Co., Inc., San Francisco / Sinpro SA, 

Lausanne / Elisabetta and Jacques Tabord Foundation, Lausanne / Trophée Ago, 

Lonay / Mrs. Anne-Marie U., La Chaux-de-Fonds / Mrs. Madeleine V., Les Paccots / 

Charles Veillon Foundation, Lausanne / Mrs. Corinne W., Lausanne / Mr. Pierre Z., 

Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Stella Z., Lausanne

I S R E C  —  B o o k  o f  D o n o r s

We respect your privacy and are committed to  
the protection of your private information. Our privacy 
policy is available on our website at www.isrec.ch.  
If you prefer to donate anonymously, please write us  
an e-mail at info@isrec.ch.
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BETWEEN CHF 5000.– AND CHF 50 000.–
Fifty-two anonymous gifts / Mr. Emile A., Auvernier / Dr. Etienne A., Lausanne / Mr. 

Georges A., Colombier-sur-Morges / Mrs Jacqueline A., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie A.-D., 

Lausanne / In memory of Mr. Etienne A., Penthalaz / Annah 2 Foundation, Panama 

City / Adriacom SA, Buchillon / Albion House Ltd, Lausanne / Alcoa International SA, 

Lausanne / André & Cie SA, Lausanne / Canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden / Mr. Aimé 

B., Boudry / Mr. Albert B., Lausanne / Miss Alice and Miss Hélène B., Lausanne / Mr. 

Benoît B., Lutry / Mrs. Charlotte B., Prilly / Mrs. Clara B., Veytaux / Mrs. Dorothée B., La 

Chaux-de-Fonds / Mrs. Elisabeth B., Lausanne / Mrs. Emma B., Bern / Mrs. Fidela B., 

Clarens / Mrs. Jeanne B., Romanel / Mr. Louis B., Pully / Mrs. Lucie B., La Tour-de-Peilz  / 

Mr. Maurice B., Lutry / Mrs. Mireille B., Pully / Mrs. Nicky B., Bulle / Mrs. Nicole B., 

Lausanne / Mrs. Odile B., Lens / Mrs. Reina B., Prilly / Mrs. Rosa B., Cossonay / In me-

mory of Mr. Ulysse B., Lully / Mrs. Yvonne Edmée B., Auvernier / Legacy Mrs. Marianne 

B., Yverdon / Legacy Mrs. Rosette B., Lausanne / Bhema Vaduz Foundation, Neuchâtel  / 

Action cancer des boulangers / La Bâloise Assurances, Basel / Banque cantonale 

vaudoise, Lausanne / Banque Vaudoise de Crédit, Lausanne / Baumgartner Papiers 

SA, Lausanne / Bobst & Fils SA, Lausanne / Boillat SA, Reconvillier / Brauchli SA, 

Lausanne / Company Paul Bucher, Basel / Mrs. Anne-Marie C., Lausanne / Mr. Ernest 

C., Villeneuve / Mrs. Eveline C., Ecublens / Mr. François C., Meggen / Mr. Frédy C., Prilly  / 

Mr. Jean C., Bern / Miss Juliette C., Lausanne / Mrs. Nelly C.-B., Prilly / Mr. Stefan C., 

St-Légier / Legacy Mrs. Jacqueline C., Clarens / Association des Câbleries Suisses, 

Zürich / Caisse d’Epargne du District de Cossonay / « Comeback » des motards, 

Lausanne / Copycolor SA, Renens / Couvent de Sainte Ursule, Sion / Mr. Albert D., 

Vevey / Mrs. Alice D., Lausanne / Mr. Armand D., Penthalaz / Mr. Constant D., Lau-

sanne  / Mr. Emile D., Châtel-St-Denis / Mr. and Mrs. Ernest D., Echichens-sur-Morges / 

Mrs. Estelle D., Jouxtens / Mr. Gian Andrea D., Epalinges / Mrs. Lily D., Lausanne / Mrs. 

Livia D., Montreux / In memory of Mr. Xavier D., United Kingdom / Mrs. Yolande de M., 

Epalinges / Miss Simone de M. d’A., Lausanne / Mrs Aïda de P. M., Lonay / In memory 

of Miss Floriane du B., Les Ponts-de- Martel / Legacy Mr. Gustav D., Bern / Legacy Mrs. 

Pierrette D., Lavaux-Oron / Schweizerische Stiftung für den Doron-Preis, Zug / Delta 

Securities, Guernsey / Decalia Asset Management SA, Geneva / Régie De Rham, 

Lausanne / Edouard Dubied & Cie, Neuchâtel / DuBois Invest LLC, Sierre / Mrs. Marie 

E., Vevey / Legacy Mrs. Paulette E., Le Lignon / Legacy Mrs. Bertha E., Lens / Mr. Roger 

E., Vevey / Empiris Foundation, Zürich / Ebauches SA, Neuchâtel / Ecole Hotelière de 

Lausanne / Ernst & Young, Lausanne / Etablissement cantonal d’assurances, Pully / 

Municipalité d’Epalinges / Mrs. Francisca F., Lausanne / Mrs Jacqueline F.-G., Lau-

sanne / Mrs. Janine F., Yverdon / Mr. Jules F., Payerne / Mr. Pierre F., Romont / Mr. 

Ruedi F., Gümligen / FPH (Foundation pour le Progrès de l’homme), Lausanne /  

Fabrique d’Assortiments Réunis, Le Locle / Fabrique de Câbles de Brugg / Mrs and 

Mr. Caroline and Patrice G., St-Sulpice / Mr. Daniel G. / Mrs. Genifer G., La Tour-de-Peilz 

/ Miss Germaine Marie G., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. Hilda G., Morges / Mr. Johannes G., 

Lausanne / In memory of Mr. Mario G., Bern / Mr. Roger G., Lonay / Mr. Sven G. / Mrs. 

Violette G., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Claudine G., Morges / Grande Kermesse de la 

jeunesse pour la lutte contre le cancer, Geneva / La Genevoise Assurances, Geneva  / 

Galenica AG, Bern / Golay-Buchel & Co, Lausanne / Kanton Glaris / Mrs. Claire-Mar-

guerite H., Geneva / Mr. Ernst H., Biel / Mr. Feras H., Dubaï / Mr. Gérard H., Lausanne / 

Legacy Mr. Gérard H., Les Diablerets / Mr. Gustav H.-M., Schaffhausen / Mr. Hans H., 

Vufflens-le-Château / Mrs. J. H., Geneva / Miss Marguerite H., Lausanne / Mrs. et Mr. 

Marianne et Walter H.-D., Corseaux / Mrs. Violette H., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. Yvette H., 

Lausanne / Louise Helferich Fonds, Lausanne / Sources Minérales Henniez / Mrs. 

Ginette I., Pully / In memory of Mr. Heinz I., Lausanne / Imprimeries Réunies SA, Lau-

sanne / Ingeni SA, Lausanne / Integra Biosciences AG, Wallisellen / Interfood SA, 

Lausanne / Mrs. Elizabeth J., Montreux / Mrs. Germaine J., Renens / Mr. Hermann J., 

Ste-Croix / Mrs. Joséphine J., Sierre / Mr. Olivier J. G., Lausanne / Mrs. Suzanne J., Sion  / 

Juchum Foundation, Lausanne / Mrs. Alice K., Grandvaux / In memory of Mrs. Betty K., 

Geneva / Mrs. Rose K., Crans-près-Céligny / Idryma Georges Katingo Lemos Foun- 

dation, Lausanne / Kodak SA, Lausanne / Mrs. Alice L., Payerne / In memory of Mr. 

Charles-Edouard L., Glion / Mrs. Connie E. F. L., Zürich / Mrs. Jane L., Lausanne / Mr. 

Jean-Pierre L., Bournens / Mr. Oskar L., Meiringen / Mr. Roger L., Lausanne / Mr. Hans 

L.-B., Hasle b. Burgdorf / Mrs. Marcelle L.-H., Montreux / Mrs. Emilie L.-M., Lausanne / 

Mr. and Mrs. L.-S., Lausanne / Mrs. Sandra L.T., Lausanne / Legacy Mr. Fritz L., Moutier  / 

Ligue genevoise contre le cancer, Geneva / Ligue tessinoise contre le cancer, 

Locarno / La Boutique d’Occasions, Lausanne / Leclanché SA, Yverdon / Lemo SA, 

Ecublens / Likno establishment, Vaduz / Lo-Holding Lausanne-Ouchy SA, Lausanne / 

Mrs. Alice M., Château d’Oex / Mr. Bertrand M., Geneva / Mrs. Charlotte M., Chavornay  / 

Mrs. Francis M., Lausanne / Mr. François M., Lausanne / Mr. J.-M. M., Lausanne / Mrs. 

Léonie M., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Claire M., Lausanne / Mrs Patricia M., Basel / Mr. 

Pierre M., Lausanne / Mrs. Nelly M., Rossinière / Mrs. Rachel M., Vevey / Mr. Roland M., 

Grandvaux / Mr. Rudolf M., Binningen / Mrs. Suzanne M., Renens / Mrs. Viviane M., 

Corseaux / Mrs. Marthe M.-M., Montreux / Legacy Mr. Eric M., Yverdon / Legacy Mrs. 

Verena M., Le Locle / Ernest Matthey Foundation, Pully / Metallwerke AG, Dornach / 

Mrs. Monique N., Vandoeuvres / Mrs. Angela N.-W., Bern / Legacy Mrs. Anne N.,  

Blonay  / Mr. Andréa O., Jouxtens / Mr. Daniel O., Villars-sous-Yens / Mrs. Marie O.-C., 

Lausanne / Oberson Abels SA, Geneva / Mrs. Elsy P., Pully / Mr. Emile P., Oron / Mr. 

Georges P., Morges / Mrs. Ida P., Oulens-sur-Lucens / Mr. Jean P., Lausanne / Mr. Jean-

Claude P., Saint-Cierges / Mrs. Jeanne P., Fribourg / Mr. Jules Ernest P., Orbe / Mrs. 

Marylène P., Lausanne / Mrs. Mireille P., Pully / Mr. René P., Lausanne / Mrs. Rose-Ma-

rie P., St-Aubin-Sauges / Dr. Suzanne-Marie P.-R., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Marina P.-G., 

Bagnes / Legacy Mrs. Violette P., Lausanne / The Pro Aremorica Trust / Payot SA, 

Lausanne / Philipps AG, Zürich / Publicitas SA, Lausanne / Messrs Alain & Jean-Daniel 

R., Bern / Mr. Alfred R., Aubonne / Mrs. Alice R., Lausanne / Mrs. Angèle R., Payerne / 

Mrs. Anne R., Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. Hans & Hildegard R., Mettmenstetten / Mr. 

Hansueli R., Bern / In memory of Mr. Pierre-Laurent R., Pully / Rütli Foundation, 

Luzern  / Rentenanstalt, Zürich / Ramelet SA, Lausanne / Renault Finance SA, Lau-

sanne / Retraites Populaires, Lausanne / Montres Rolex SA, Geneva / Rotary Club, 

Lausanne / Mrs. Béatrice S., Pully / Mr. Carlo S., Montreux / Mrs. Cécile S., St-Prex / Mrs. 

Clémence S., Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. David & Barbara S., Geneva / Mr. G. A. S., Lau-

sanne / Mrs. Jeanne S., La Conversion-sur-Lutry / Mrs. Lucie S., Lausanne / Mrs. Mar-

guerite S., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie S. / In memory of Mrs. Marie-Jeanne S., Zermatt / Mr. 

Olivier S., Rolle / Mr. Paul-R. S., Lausanne / Mr. Robert Charles S., Laupen / Mrs. Su-

zanne S., Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S.-G., Laufen / Legacy Mrs. Marie-Louise S. / 

Sobrate Foundation, Lausanne / Solis Foundation, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne / Sympha-

sis Foundation, Zurich / Société de couture, Savigny / Société de Réassurances,  

Zürich / Société des Chaux & Ciments de la Suisse Romande, Lausanne / Société 

Romande d’électricité, Clarens / Supra (SVRSM), Lausanne / Sagrave SA, Lausanne / 

Sandoz AG, Basel / Carrelages Sassi SA, Corminboeuf / Scheuchzer SA, Lausanne / 

Schroder & Co Bank SA, Geneva / Sicpa SA, Prilly / Siemens-Albis AG, Zürich / Skilift 

Parsenn-Furka Klosters AG, Davos Platz / Soroptimist International – Union Suisse, 

Grandvaux / Sureco Investments SA, Gland / Syslog Informatique SA, Fribourg / Mu-

nicipalité de Saint-Sulpice / Mr. Alain T., Bex / Mr. Albert T., St-Saphorin-sur-Morges / 

Mrs. Antoinette T., Nyon / Mr. Georges T., Lausanne / Mr. Jean T., Ste-Croix / Miss 

Jeanne T., Lausanne / Mr. Luciano T., Milan / Team Girard, Palézieux-Village / Telekurs 

Holding Ltd., Wallisellen / Mrs. Annie U., Towson / Mrs. Anne-Marie U., La Chaux-de-

Fonds / Canton Uri / Mr. Benjamin V., Cully / Misses Charlotte & Hildegard V., Davos / 

Mrs. Constance V., Le Mont-sur- Lausanne / Mrs. Cosette V., Givrins / Mrs. Nelly-Hen-

riette V., Villeneuve / Mrs. Paulette V., Auvernier / Mrs. Andrea V. D., Monthey / Mrs. Rosa 

V.-J., Lengnau / Vaudoise Assurances, Lausanne / Verrerie de St-Prex SA / Mrs. Emmy 

W., St-Sulpice / Mrs. Geneviève W., Le Mouret / Mr. Jacques W., Lausanne / Mrs. Lyana 

Elizabeth W., Montreux / Legacy Mrs. Lilly W., Steffisburg / Winterthur Assurances,  

Zürich / Wander AG, Bern / WnG, Lausanne / Zellinvest SA, Geneva / Zyma SA, Nyon

I S R E C  —  B o o k  o f  D o n o r s



Fondation ISREC
Rue du Bugnon 25A
1005 Lausanne
+41 21 653 07 16
info@isrec.ch / www.isrec.ch 
CCP 10-3224-9

Legal notice
Publication Aylin Niederberger
Design Alain Florey — Spirale Communication visuelle

© Photographs 
Cover, Pp. 3, 13 (down), 14, 15, 16, and 17 Dominik Gehl
P. 4 Olivier Evard / Pp. 19 and 23 Pittet lab, 2021
Pp. 5, 6, 7, 10, 12, 13 (up), 18, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,  
31, 32 and 33 Philippe Pache
Pp. 24 and 25 Spencer Watson, Joyce lab, 2020


