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After the disruptions of the past years, the 
AGORA Cancer Research Center’s activities are back on track 
since March 2022. And what’s more, this return to normality 
has added momentum to the implementation of our goals.

In order to support translational cancer re-
search, the ISREC Foundation has decided to launch a program 
for projects co-led by scientists and clinicians. This so-called 
TANDEM program is part of the ISREC Foundation’s efforts 
to foster collaborations among researchers from different 
backgrounds. The first call for proposals met with resounding  
success. In 2022, the Foundation hence allocated 3 million 
CHF to collaborative projects involving clinicians and biolo-
gists dedicated to basic research. To do so, it relied on its 
Scientific Board and Management, both of which worked 
untiringly to evaluate close to thirty applications address-
ing oncological questions of direct clinical relevance from 
two different angles : that of understanding the molecular 
mechanisms involved, and that of directly improving cancer 
patient care.

The six selected research teams, in which wom-
en and men are equally represented, are located in Zurich, Bern, 
Lausanne and Geneva. The focus is on inter-institutional projects, 
as the grant recipients collaborate from bench to bedside (page 30).

The second call for TANDEM projects was 
launched in the fall of 2022, and many applications were received, 
which goes to show that such collaborations are very popular. 

In January 2022, Prof. Hall took over the pres- 
idency of the Foundation’s Scientific Board from Prof. Franco Cavalli,  
who had been its president for close to 15 years (page 23). 
Prof. Hall, a member of the Scientific Board since 2016, is a  
renowned scientist who specializes in basic research and bio- 
chemistry. A professor at the faculties of biology and medicine of 
the University of Basel, and a member of the Biozentrum in the 
same institution, he is the author of numerous scientific publica-
tions and has received many awards recognizing his research. 

During the past year, several members of the 
Foundation’s bodies received prestigious awards. Our scientific 

2022 
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President
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director, Prof. Susan Gasser, was awarded an honorary doctorate 
degree by the University of Geneva in recognition of her excep-
tional commitment to scientific research (page 24). A number of 
scientists supported by the ISREC Foundation also distinguished 
themselves through their scientific achievements (page 23). These 
distinctions honor the ISREC Foundation as well, as they under-
score the scientific excellence to which it aspires.

On the occasion of our annual conference dedi-
cated to the issues and challenges of cancer research, we had the 
privilege of welcoming Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin. This event 
was an excellent occasion to emphasize the strength of Swiss re-
search and the fundamental importance of private foundations. 
The conference also offered an opportunity to discuss the chal- 
lenges that our country must face to maintain its strong position 
in the field of research. Councillor Parmelin, like all the other par-
ticipants, was invited to visit the AGORA Cancer Research Center 
and to interact with young scientists (page 26).

In 2022, the ISREC Foundation announced the 
creation of the Circle of Friends and Patrons of the Foundation 
(for details, see page 8). The purpose of this program is to give our 
most loyal donors the opportunity to join our activities based on 
the extent of their support, and to keep them informed about the 
projects they help finance. It is indeed essential that we stay in 
close touch with the people whose generosity allows us to move 
forward in cancer research. 

Today, the ISREC Foundation plays a key role 
in the field of oncology in Switzerland, particularly in the French- 
speaking part of the country. Thanks to its dynamism, its close 
connections with the academic institutions present in the AGORA 
building, its competences and the support of its Scientific Board, 
the Foundation can guarantee its donors a selection of innovative 
and promising projects, and a rigorous monitoring of the financing 
of these enterprises. 

Many thanks to our loyal donors, whose gener- 
osity enables all these activities. Your support is greatly appreciated !
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THE FOUNDATION’S MISSIONS

Funding Translational Oncology Projects 

The ISREC Foundation identifies, se-
lects and supports projects that promote knowledge 
transfer and collaborations between basic research and 
clinical applications. The aim is to establish novel diag- 
nostic and therapeutic approaches, in order to study 
cells and their interactions with their environment and 
to be able to act on the causes of dysfunctions leading 
to cancer.

 

Supporting Young Scientists and Clinicians  
in Switzerland 

The ISREC Foundation grants scholar- 
ships to students, PhD candidates and scientists working  
in the fields of biology, technology or medicine, and whose 
research is focused on immunology and oncology. 

 
 

Founded on June 18, 1964, the ISREC 
Foundation is a private non-profit foundation. In the last 
59 years, approximately 150 personalities from Switzer-
land and abroad, including five Nobel Prize winners, have 
served on the various boards of the ISREC Foundation. 
The Foundation has financed significant research projects 
and discoveries, notably in the areas of mutagenesis,  
genome instability and repair, immunology, immunother- 
apy, the cell cycle, cell biology, tumor virology, onco- 
genes, cell differentiation and bioinformatics. Since seve-
ral decades, research accomplished by many scientists 
and supported by the Foundation has been contributing 
to a better understanding of the mechanisms underly- 
ing cancer, and to the identification of novel therapeutic  
targets.

Today, the ISREC Foundation’s efforts  
are focused on funding projects that bridge the gap 
between basic medical research and clinical practice, as 
translational medicine has a strong prospective compo-
nent that needs to be promoted. 

Translational research aims to convert 
scientific theories and laboratory discoveries into concrete 
medical applications, so as to improve the quality of med- 
ical and pharmaceutical care for patients. However, if 
this discipline is to flourish, considerable resources are 

required, such as equipment that cannot be systemati-
cally financed in the framework of standard budgets, and 
testing phases on humans that need to be supervised by 
clinicians.    

In order to have access to such inno-
vations and to be able to improve patient care, we must 
eliminate obstacles and promote endeavors at the inter-
section of many different disciplines.  

The ISREC Foundation is proud to be in 
a position to support such efforts, which are in line with 
its two core missions. 
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2022 IN NUMBERS

In 2022, CHF 12 million  
were allocated to oncology  
research projects : 
 

Young scientists
5 scholarships 
Total amount : CHF 380 000.–

2 professorships 
Total amount : CHF 1 400 000.–

Research projects 
19 oncology research projects 
Total amount : CHF 9 260 000.–

Collaborative TANDEM projects
6 oncology research projects 
Total amount : CHF 900 000.–

Scientific conferences  
and symposiums 
25 scientific conferences and symposiums   
Total amount : CHF 60 000.–

Summary of all funds 
allocated to cancer  
research from 2008  
to 2022

 
Young scientists
18 scholarships
CHF 4 200 000.–

6 professorships 
CHF 28 900 000.–

Research projects 

39 oncology research projects  
CHF 53 800 000.–

Collaborative TANDEM projects
6 collaborative TANDEM projects 
CHF 3 000 000.–

Scientific conferences  
and symposiums 
65 symposiums and scientific conferences  
CHF 800 000.–

46 
projects were evaluated

15 
new projects were approved  

by the Foundation Council 

including 6 
collaborative TANDEM 

projects
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Translational research helps accelerate  
the transfer of basic research findings to clinical  
research. This discipline aims to enable patients  
to benefit as much as possible from new  
therapeutic discoveries by promoting collaborative  
research between clinicians and basic scientists. 



Image from the BET lab : visualization of a 3D colorectal  
cancer model. Image analysis software enables scientists  

to gain information on the state of the cells and 
to quantify various parameters. 

Image from the BET lab: immunofluorescence labeling  
of a spheroid produced from a colorectal tumor makes it 

possible to observe the elements within the cells, such as cell 
nuclei (blue) and chromosomes (pink). 
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CIRCLE OF FRIENDS AND PATRONS  
OF THE ISREC FOUNDATION 

Undeniably, cancer research has prog- 
ressed spectacularly over the past twenty years. Mor- 
tality is decreasing. Nonetheless, cancer continues to be 
an enduring illness for many patients, and much remains 
to be done to improve prevention, diagnostic tools and 
treatments for this complex disease. 

Philanthropy plays a critical role in the 
funding of scientific research and enables significant  
advances in many fields of research, while offering scien-
tists the freedom to carry out innovative and ambitious 
projects. 

Oftentimes, philanthropic funds sup-
plement public resources and are of great importance in 
oncological research. Without this support, certain es-
sential topics would remain unexplored.

Cancer research calls for a multidis-
ciplinary strategy combining basic research and a clini-
cal approach. We are convinced that projects combining 
these two disciplines have a better chance of leading to 
new discoveries of therapeutic relevance.  

 
 

The circle of Friends and Patrons of the ISREC  
Foundation was established in 2022 in order to offer 
scientists the means to progress faster and further 
in the fight against cancer. By joining our circle  
of Friends and Patrons, you contribute to scientific 
progress, support groundbreaking cancer research 
and have the opportunity to participate in our  
activities. 

All members of our circle receive reg- 
ular updates on supported projects and current develop-
ments. Friends of the ISREC Foundation, who support us 
with a donation of CHF 500.– or more per year, are kept 
informed about the supported projects and the news 
of the Foundation. Patrons, who support us with an an-
nual donation of at least CHF 10 000.–, are invited each 
year to an exclusive event, during which they can visit 
cutting-edge labs and meet scientists who present their 
work and the latest discoveries in cancer research.  
 
All donations are allocated to our mission of supporting 
translational cancer research. 

 
 
 
To support us, you can scan  
the QR code and make a donation  
via e-banking.

By supporting our activities, donors offer scientists  
and physicians the means to progress faster and further 
in the fight against cancer. 
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Michael N. Hall grew up in South America, 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Zoology from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the US, and a PhD in Molec- 
ular Genetics from Harvard University. He was a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Institut Pasteur in Paris and at the University 
of California, San Francisco, prior to being appointed as pro-
fessor of biochemistry at the Biozentrum of the University of 
Basel in 1987. He has held this position ever since.

In 1991, Michael N. Hall and his team discov- 
ered a protein that regulates cell growth and cell size in yeast. 
Since the function of this protein is inhibited by the substance ra-
pamycin, Hall named the growth regulator « Target of Rapamycin » 
or « TOR ». TOR is a protein kinase activated by growth factors, 
nutrients, and insulin, that is conserved from yeast to man. It is 
a central controller of cell growth and metabolism, and plays key 

PORTRAIT OF PROF. DR. MICHAEL N. HALL 
PRESIDENT OF THE SCIENTIFIC BOARD

Prof. Dr. Michael N. Hall 
President of the Scientific Board since January 1st, 2022
Professor at the Biozentrum of the University of Basel
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roles in aging and the development of human 
disorders such as obesity, diabetes mellitus, 
cardiovascular disease, and cancer. 

TOR inhibitors have significantly changed the 
management of patients with the disease called 
tuberous sclerosis (TS), which is a multiorgan 
genetic disease that causes benign tumors in 
brain, kidney and other organs. In 2009, a TOR 
inhibitor was approved for treatment of patients 
with advanced kidney cancer, for advanced 
pancreatic neuroendocrine tumors and, in 2012, 
for women with advanced breast cancer. 

Michael N. Hall has been honored by nume-
rous awards and prizes, including the Cloëtta 
Prize, the Louis-Jeantet Prize, the Marcel Benoist 
prize, the Hans Krebs Medal of the Feder- 
ation of European Biochemical Societies, and 
the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences. He is  
a member of the US National Academy of Sci- 
ences, and received honorary doctorat degrees 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and 
the University of Geneva. More recently he 
received the Albert Lasker Basic Medical Re-
search Award, the Canada Gairdner Interna- 
tional Award 2016 and the HFSP Nakasone 
Award (2019).
 
As of January 1, 2022, Prof. Hall, also a member 

of the Foundation Board, took over the chairmanship of the Scien-
tific Council from Prof. Franco Cavalli.

 
The ISREC Foundation is proud to have Prof. Hall 

as chairman of its Scientific Board, and welcomes his participation 
in its Foundation Council.

« A pioneer in the fields of TOR  
signaling and cell growth control. »
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INTERVIEW WITH  
PROF. DENIS MIGLIORINI  

Having obtained his medical degree and a 
doctorate at the University of Strasbourg, Denis Migliorini 
went on to specialize in medical oncology in Geneva (2011-
2016), where he was in charge of several studies in the field of 
antitumor immunotherapy. He then continued his training as 
a postdoc with Prof. Carl June in the Center for Cellular Immu-
notherapies at the University of Pennsylvania, focusing on cell 
engineering. In 2019, he received the prestigious Swiss Bridge 
Foundation Award for his outstanding research aimed at redu-
cing the neurotoxic effects of cellular immunotherapies. 
 

In December 2019, he joined the Faculty of 
Medicine at the University of Geneva as an assistant profes-
sor in the medical department. He is the holder of the ISREC 
Foundation’s Brain Tumor Immunology Chair. At the Geneva 
University Hospitals (HUG), he is head of the Neuro-Oncology 
Unit and clinical coordinator of the brain tumor biobank. His 
research lab is located in the AGORA Cancer Research Center 
in Lausanne.  

Prof. Denis Migliorini  
Assistant professor at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Geneva, 
head of the Neuro-Oncology unit at the Geneva University Hospitals (HUG) 
and holder of the ISREC Foundation’s Brain Tumor Immunology Chair. 
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Can you please explain what immune cell  
engineering is ? And what are its therapeutic 
prospects ? 

Immune cell engineering combines 
synthetic biology and gene therapies. Thanks to viral vec-
tors, new receptors can be added to the surface of anti- 
tumoral T lymphocytes, also called « killer T cells ». 

These receptors recognize molecules, 
so-called antigens, expressed by tumors. Engineered T 
lymphocytes expressing a chimeric antigen receptor 
(CAR-T cells) are used in highly specific cell therapies  
aimed at eliminating defined tumor targets. 

This treatment has proven highly ef-
fective for blood cancers, with up to 90% complete re-
mission in childhood leukemia or refractory B lymphoma 
in adults. The next challenge is to be able to apply this 
technology to solid tumors such as the glioblastoma, 
which is the most frequent and most aggressive brain 
tumor.  

Can you please explain what a CAR-T cell is ? 

A CAR-T cell is a genetically modified 
immune cell that is used in cancer immunotherapies. 
Such cells are produced by taking T cells from a patient’s 
blood and genetically modifying them to express a sur-
face protein that is a chimeric antigen receptor (CAR). 
The CAR is designed to recognize and bind specific can-
cer cell antigens. This is how CAR-T cells target and kill 
cancer cells. Once the T lymphocytes have been modi-
fied to display a CAR, they are multiplied in large numbers 
and are re-injected into the patient. The CAR-T cells can 
then circulate in the patient’s body, on the lookout for 
cancer cells that need to be eliminated. 

 

One of your areas of expertise is the development 
of CAR-T cell treatments for brain tumors.  
What are the advantages of this method over other 
approaches ?

CAR-T cells offer several advantages 
over other cancer treatment options. In particular, they 
are designed to bind very precisely to cancer cells. Ac-
cordingly, it is possible to target malignant cells while pre-
serving healthy tissues. As CAR-T cells are capable of kil-
ling cancer cells rapidly after recognition, they can induce 
a swift therapeutic response. Furthermore, they can be 
engineered in different ways to recognize different types 
of cells, potentially making them effective against a wide 
range of cancer types. Also, their ability to survive in the 
patient’s body for long periods of time leads to a durable 
therapeutic response. 

Additionally, brain tumors have the 
ability to hide from the immune system, but CAR-T cells 
are able to recognize their assigned markers on the tumor  
cells despite this concealment strategy, which is not the 
case with other cell therapies.

However, it is important to emphasize 
that CAR-T cell therapies can also lead to potentially se-
vere side effects such as inflammatory reactions, tissue 
damage, neurological disorders or cytokine release syn-
drome (an excessive immune reaction). Accordingly, such 
treatments must be carefully monitored and adminis- 
tered by experienced healthcare professionals. 

Prof. Denis Migliorini’s brain tumor immunology lab
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One of the ISREC Foundation’s main missions  
is to support young scientists and academics.  
You are a professor at UNIGE. How are you involved 
in helping young researchers ?  

Encouraging the next generation of 
scientists helps secure the future of research and the de-
velopment of skills that will lead to important discoveries. 
This was incidentally my case as well : thanks to my post-
doctoral studies in the US, I was able to implement a tech-
nology in Lausanne and Geneva that will hopefully lead to 
a clinical study for brain cancer patients in the near future. 

By supporting young scientists, we 
stimulate innovation and economic development. The 
founding of university spin-offs, for example, creates 
new jobs. This is already happening at the Biopôle in Lau-
sanne and the Campus Biotech in Geneva, where young 
scientific entrepreneurs trained in our institutions are 
launching companies focused on various biotechnolo- 
gical approaches.  

For all these reasons, I am involved in 
the education of the next generation of scientists, among 
them biology students at the master’s degree level. I also 

mentor medical students, young physicians undergoing 
post-graduate neuro-oncology training, as well as more 
experienced scientists, such as postdocs, some of whom 
aspire to set up their own research group. It is important 
to develop a plan for their career that will allow them to 
realize their dreams and thus to contribute to the advance- 
ment of science. 

One project very close to my heart is 
the launching of a fellowship program for translational 
neuro-oncology studies at the HUG. The objective is to 
teach young physicians how to treat brain tumor patients. 
This specific program would be open to all physicians un-
dergoing post-graduate training in one of the disciplines in-
volved in such treatments (neurosurgery, neuropathology, 
neurology, radio-oncology or medical oncology). 

What does the ISREC Foundation’s support  
mean to you ? 

Above all, the generous support of 
the ISREC Foundation allows us to carry out our research 
projects. This support covers much of the costs related 
to the projects, such as scientists’ salaries, the purchase 

PROF. DENIS MIGLIORINI 

Some members of Prof. Denis Migliorini’s research team. From left to right : Denis Migliorini (group leader),  
Anna Kohl (PhD student), Luis Castillo Cantero (PhD student), Jana De Sostoa (postdoc)



15

of equipment and materials needed for experiments, and publi-
cation costs. This contribution is crucial to the functioning of our 
lab. It enables us not only to take the next step forward in our 
projects, but also to validate new concepts that will allow us to 
accelerate and implement clinical studies for brain tumor patients 
who do not respond to the standard available treatments. Our first 
findings in vitro as well as in vivo in mouse models are very prom- 
ising, and we would not have been able to obtain these results 
without the ISREC Foundation’s support. 

The ISREC Foundation depends entirely on donations.  
Is there anything you would like to tell the donors,  
both small and large, some of whom have been loyal  
to our cause for many years ? 

Donor support is vital, as donations are often 
used to finance high-risk or long-term research projects that are 
not supported by the usual funding sources. 

These contributions allow scientists to inno-
vate, to explore new ideas and to test unconventional approaches. 
They can also provide an opportunity to test hypotheses that have 
not yet been validated and to study as yet unexplored areas of 
cancer research. They also benefit research training programs for 
students, by offering fellowships and internship or mentorship 
opportunities. By supporting the next generation of researchers, 
donors contribute to the education of highly qualified scientists 
capable of solving tomorrow’s problems. And lastly, research fi-
nanced by private donations can have a significant impact on 
society, by leading to innovations that may improve the survival 
and quality of life of our cancer patients. 

Donors who choose to support the ISREC Foun-
dation and its long-standing history of furthering the fight against 
cancer have a significant impact, not only on research and deve-
lopment, but also on society as a whole. 

Image from the BET lab: visualization of a « mini-tumor » 
cultivated in the lab. The distribution of various  
cell populations can be studied using image analysis  
software. Here, the purple cells are located on  
the tumor’s surface, while the yellow cells are situated 
within the tumor.

Image from the BET lab: 3D representation of the surface 
of a colorectal cancer « mini-tumor ». A confocal  
microscope generates 2D images of a sample. By means 
of an image analysis software, these can then be  
assembled to produce a 3D representation of the object. 
The pink spheres represent the surface of the cancer 
cells. Blue areas show interactions between  
the different cells. 
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Dedicated in June 2022, this floating work of art created by the artist Aljoscha (2020) 
adorns the Espace Genolier in the Atrium (see page 23).
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Gaspard Pardon obtained his master’s de-
gree in microengineering from EPFL in 2008. He continued his 
studies at the KTH Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm 
and obtained a PhD in electrical engineering focused on  
micro- and nano-systems. He then completed two postdocs 
at Stanford University in California. During this time, he de-
veloped a novel in vitro model, a so-called « organ-on-chip », 
using cardiac cells differentiated from induced human pluri-
potent stem cells, to study genetic cardiomyopathies, such 
as Duchenne muscular dystrophy. His main interest was the 
impact of cardiac tissue stiffening on cell aging and the evo-
lution of these pathologies. 

Since March 2021, Gaspard Pardon is in 
charge of the Bio-Engineering and Technology (BET) platform 
in the AGORA Cancer Research Center, affiliated to EPFL and 
co-financed by the ISREC Foundation. 

BIO-ENGINEERING AND  
TECHNOLOGY (BET) PLATFORM

Dr. Gaspard Pardon (EPFL) 
Head of the Bioengineering and Technology (BET) platform  
in the AGORA Cancer Research Center

Marzena Walaszczyk and Dr. Gaspard Pardon setting up  
a laser fluorescence microscopy system that was developed 
in Prof. Christoph Merten’s lab at EPFL. This technology  
makes it possible to study the response of patient-derived 
cancer cells to various chemotherapies and to develop  
more effective individualized treatments. 
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Can you please briefly explain what 
the BET platform is ? 

The BET platform aims to provide infrastruc-
ture and technical and scientific support for the implementation 
and use of bioengineering approaches, such as microfluidics and 
organoids. In this sense, the platform strives to make cutting-edge 
technology and the know-how of EPFL and the engineering com-
munity more readily available to scientists working in the biomed- 
ical field. It also provides teaching, research and development 
activities, as well as access to specialized equipment. The plat-
form promotes transverse collaborations between scientists of 
the partner institutions (CHUV, HUG, UNIL, UNIGE, EPFL, Ludwig 
Cancer Research Center and ISREC Foundation) to further the de-
velopment and sharing of interdisciplinary expertise. 

 

Why is the platform located in the AGORA Center ?

The BET platform is inspired by and seeks to em-
body the very spirit of AGORA, which aims to accelerate the impact 
of scientific developments on the well-being of cancer patients. 
The platform contributes to this mind-set by making emerging 
technologies more readily available to physicians and biologists. 

Image of a microfluidic chip in the making: two substances (fluorescent blue and pink) are injected into micrometer-sized channels.  
A chemical reaction induces the formation of hydrogel micro-compartments that can be used to immobilize cancer cells.  
The aim is to reproduce certain aspects of the tumor micro-environment to study their influence on disease progression. 
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Conversely, it facilitates engineers’ access to the translational and 
clinical expertise required for the development of highly relevant 
technologies. 

Translational research is at the heart of the ISREC 
Foundation’s mission. Your platform too builds bridges 
between different fields of study. How does this manifest 
itself in your interactions with the researchers ?

The ability to speak the « languages » of differ- 
ent scientific communities is indispensable when striving to es-
tablish synergies. Being an interdisciplinary team, we are in a  
position to build bridges between different fields by analyzing the 
problems encountered in each one, by identifying the sources of 
these problems and by suggesting suitable solutions. We are able 
to find the know-how and the partners required to best meet the 
needs of all involved. 

Please tell us something about organoids.  
What are they ? And why is this cell model so popular ? 

Organoids are cell clusters cultivated in vitro 
from stem cells, valued for their ability to faithfully reproduce the 
morphological and functional characteristics of various tissue 
types. They can thus serve to study human tissues. In cancer re-
search, tumor stem cells taken from patients are used in the lab 
to generate avatars of the tumor. This allows us to study the spe- 
cific biology of each patient’s tumor and to personalize treatments 
based on each tumor’s response in the lab. This method is also 
considered more ethical than the use of animals, and it allows us 
to reproduce human biology more faithfully than can be achieved 
with animal models. 

DR. GASPARD PARDON 

Image from the BET lab: fluorescence microscopy  
image of a « mini-tumor » (or spheroid) derived from  
a colorectal cancer cell line. Cell nuclei are stained  
in blue using a dye (dapi). The interior of the cell (yellow)  
is visible thanks to the expression of a specific  
gene that was coupled to a fluorescent protein in  
the laboratory.
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JANUARY 

Prof. Michael Hall takes over the presidency of the  
Foundation’s Scientific Board from Prof. Franco Cavalli, 
who had been its president for close to 15 years. Michael 
Hall is now also a member of the Foundation Council. 
 

 
MARCH 

Call for TANDEM project proposals. 
 

JUNE

The dedication of the Espace Genolier took place  
in the AGORA atrium on June 23, 2022. Designed as an 
area for interaction and exchange, this space was made 
possible by a donation of the Clinique de Genolier.  
In keeping with the donator’s wishes, a floating work 
of art created by the artist Aljoscha adorns this monu-
mental space: art at life’s frontiers, mirroring the AGORA 
scientists’ endeavor to push back the limits of cancer 
research. Eighty elements, individually produced by  
the artist, float in situ to form ever-changing organisms. 
Fragile and sensitive, they remind us of the existential 
questions of life.

 

At the end of June, within the framework of  
the ISREC Foundation’s first call for Tandem projects,  
the Foundation Council approved the allocation of  
CHF 3 million for collaborations between scientists 
dedicated to basic research and clinicians. 
 

JULY

Prof. Federica Sallusto is appointed a member  
of the Scientific Board. Since 2000, this distinguished  
biologist is the director of a cellular immunology  
laboratory at the Institute for Research in Biomedicine  
in Bellinzona, where she also established the Center  

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2022

Prof. Franco Cavalli and Prof. Michael Hall

Dedication of the Espace Genolier
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of Medical Immunology. She is a full professor both  
at the ETH in Zurich and the Università della Svizzera 
italiana (USI) in Lugano since 2017. 
 

AUGUST  

23rd edition of the Oldtimer Hill Climb  
in Corcelles-le-Jorat
 
The Club Team Girard, consisting of owners, pilots and 
connoisseurs of old motorcycles, has been organizing  
annual « Oldtimer » events since 1998. On August  
25 and 26, 2022, nearly 140 pilots, including 34 teams  
with sidecars (most of which were built before 1985),  
gathered for the 23rd edition of this race. The ISREC Foun-
dation is honored to be among the beneficiaries  
of this event, which, to date, has donated CHF 46 500.–  
to cancer research. 

OCTOBER

On October 14, during the Dies academicus 2022  
of the University of Geneva, Prof. Susan Gasser was  
awarded an honorary doctorate degree in recognition of  
her exceptional commitment to scientific research. 

2022 edition of the Oldtimer Hill Climb in Corcelles-le-Jorat

2022 Dies Academicus ceremony : Prof. Susan Gasser with Prof. Yves Flückiger,  
rector of the University of Geneva (left) and Prof. Cem Gabay, dean of the University  
of Geneva’s Faculty of Medicine.

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2022
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OCTOBER

On October 28, the annual conference of the ISREC Foundation, 
dedicated to the issues and challenges of cancer research,  
was held in the presence of Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin. 
This event was an excellent occasion to emphasize the  
significance and strength of Swiss research and the fundamental 
importance of private foundations. Councillor Parmelin  
was invited to visit the AGORA Cancer Research Center  
and to interact with young scientists. The Federal Councillor  
was made aware of the concerns of the researchers.  
Mediated by the ISREC Foundation, this meeting thus offered  
the opportunity to initiate a dialogue with the relevant  
federal agencies. 

Meeting young scientists working at AGORA.

Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin visiting labs  
at the AGORA Cancer Research Center.

Speech by Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin on the issues 
and challenges of cancer research.

Performance of the Compagnie LUMEN 
at the ISREC Foundation’s annual conference. 
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Andrea Agnoletto 
Lab of Prof. Cathrin Brisken, EPFL/SV/ISREC.
ISREC PhD grant to study androgen receptor signaling  
in the normal breast epithelium and in estrogen receptor 
alpha-positive breast cancer.

Daniela Cropp 
Lab of Dr. Grégory Verdeil, Department of Fundamental 
Oncology, UNIL.
ISREC PhD grant to study the role of nfat5 in tumor- 
specific T cells. 

Benoît Duc  
Lab of Prof. Johanna Joyce, Oncology Department,  
UNIL/LUDWIG/CHUV.  
ISREC PhD grant aiming to model and investigate  
the tumor microenvironment of non-small cell lung  
cancer brain metastasis.
 
Silvia Podavini 
Lab of Prof. Margot Thome Miazza, Biochemistry  
Department, UNIL.
ISREC PhD grant for the biochemical identification  
and characterization of PD1 signaling components.
 

Simge Yücel
Labs of Prof. Douglas Hanahan  
and Prof. Michele De Palma, EPFL/SV/ISREC. 
ISREC PhD grant to study the mechanisms and  
therapeutic targeting of the neuronal NMDAR signaling 
pathway promoting breast cancer pathogenesis. 

SUPPORTED PROJECTS 

YOUNG SCIENTISTS

The ISREC Foundation supports PhD students working in the fields of biology and medicine.  
In 2022, the ISREC Foundation supported the PhD theses of five students :
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Prof. Denis Migliorini   
Tumor immunology lab/UNIGE/AGORA – ISREC Brain 
Tumor Immunology Chair. 
This ISREC immuno-oncology chair is dedicated  
to the immunology of brain tumors. The associated  
research in this program explores new therapeutic  
approaches for brain tumors and in particular for 
glioblastoma, a highly aggressive form of the disease  
(page 12). 

Prof. Mikaël Pittet  
Department of Pathology and Immunology,  
UNIGE/AGORA – ISREC Immuno-Oncology Chair.
This ISREC immuno-oncology chair is dedicated to  
the study of cancer immunity in context. The associated 
research in this program aims to discover how the  
immune system controls cancer and other diseases,  
and how it can be exploited for therapeutical purposes. 

Projects supported in 2022 : 

 
Prof. Andreas Alimonti (IOR)
Clinical research project on the targeting of tumor- 
infiltrating myeloid cells for prostate cancer therapy.

Prof. Caroline Arber (CHUV)
This project is financed thanks to a donation made  
by the Empiris charitable umbrella foundation. Its aim 
is to study the development of off-the-shelf allogeneic 
chimeric antigen receptor T cells for childhood  
leukemia.

Chantal Arditi (Unisanté)
Research project in the field of oncological care,  
aiming to develop a survey on cancer patient-reported 
healthcare experiences in Switzerland. 

BET – Bio-Engineering and Technology
Participation in the funding needed to set up the BET 
laboratory at the heart of the AGORA Cancer Research 
Center. This two-way platform encompassing biomedical 
research communities and engineers serves as a bridge 
for the development of new therapies (page 20). 

Prof. Jean Bourhis (CHUV)
The FLASH project is exclusively funded through  
a donation made by the Biltema Foundation.  
In collaboration with the CERN, this program aims  
to study the clinical translation, development and  
clinical modelling of FLASH radiotherapy treatments. 
This unique model will eventually enable  
the treatment of all types of deep-seated tumors. 

Dr. Eva Brack (Inselspital)
Pediatric oncology project addressing methylation  
profiling in rhabdomyosarcoma. 

Dr. Francesco Ceppi (CHUV)
Pediatric oncology project for the development  
of a CAR-T cell clinical trial for relapsed-refractory  
pediatric and young adult B-cell precursor acute  
lymphoblastic leukemia.

Prof. Dr. rer. med. Manuela Eicher (IUFRS/UNIL/CHUV)
This nursing research project is an experience-based 
co-design study on patient and healthcare provider  
experience in adoptive cell therapies.

 
 

TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH 

Translational research projects encourage collaborations between basic and clinical research.  
Their goal is to study cells and their interactions with the environment, and to provide impulses for novel 
therapies and clinical approaches designed to act on the causes of cellular malfunction. 
 
 

The chairs financed by the ISREC Foundation in 2022 : 

YOUNG SCIENTISTS 
TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH
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Prof. Dr. rer. med. Manuela Eicher  
and Prof. Olivier Michielin (IUFRS/UNIL/CHUV)
This nursing research project funded through a private 
donation is a multicentric phase II randomized controlled 
trial (IePRO) for a model of care based on electronic pa-
tient-reported outcomes. The objective is early detection 
and management of immune-related adverse events in
patients under immunotherapy.

Prof. Camilla Jandus (UNIGE)  
and Prof. Grégory Verdeil (UNIL)
Translational research project targeting novel molecular 
networks underlying bladder cancer recurrence  
and progression. 

Prof. Johanna Joyce (UNIL/LUDWIG)
Translational research project to explore the role  
of neutrophils in brain metastasis.

Prof. Lana Kandalaft (UNIL/CHUV)
Immunotherapy project for the development of a novel  
B cell-based vaccine for metastatic solid cancers. 

Dr. Anne-Claire Mamez (HUG)
A clinical trial supported by the Symphasis charitable 
umbrella foundation, aiming to assess prophylactic  
infusion of donor CD45RA-negative memory/effector T 
cells into patients transplanted with hematopoietic stem 
cells from haploidentical donors after reduced intensity 
conditioning.

Prof. Chantal Pauli (USZ)
Translational research project aiming to customize  
treatment in cancer patients and to uncover cancer 
vulnerabilities.

Prof. Davide Rossi (USI/IOR)
Translational research project aiming to understand  
how clonal hematopoiesis feeds lymphoma. 

 

Dr. Sacha Rothschild (USB)
A multicenter phase II trial on immune-modulatory  
radiotherapy to enhance the effects of neo-adjuvant  
PD-L1 blockade after neo-adjuvant chemotherapy  
in patients with resectable stage III (N2) non-small cell 
lung cancer. 

Prof. Mark Rubin (UNIBE)
Translational research project on the use of advanced  
in vitro models of prostate cancer metastases to unravel 
and overcome ARSI resistance. 

Prof. Curzio Rüegg (UNIFR)
Study aimed at developing a test for the early detection 
of primary breast cancer and breast cancer relapse.

YOUNG SCIENTISTS 
TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH



SUPPORTED PROJECTS 
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TANDEM PROGRAM

It is widely agreed that creativity  
and innovation take place at the interface of disci-
plines, where two mind-sets meet to address a com-
mon challenge. Inter- or multi-disciplinary teams 
consisting of experts with different skills and expe-
riences are far more productive when it comes to 
solving complex problems and achieving common 
goals. The combination of different perspectives 
and methods can promote the development of 
more innovative and efficient solutions than can be 
developed using conventional approaches.

Congratulations to  
our first TANDEM laureates

TANDEM projects are collaborative cancer research pro-
grams at the intersection between basic and clinical re-
search. Scientists and clinicians work together to translate 
findings from basic research into novel cancer therapies, 
or to develop biomarkers.
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MOLECULAR AND SPATIAL  
CHARACTERIZATION OF CANCER CELL 
PLASTICITY TO EMPOWER DETECTION 
AND PREDICTION OF LUNG  
ADENOCARCINOMA PROGRESSION.  

 
Prof. GIOVANNI CIRIELLO, UNIL  
Dr. IGOR LETOVANEC, CHUV

Lung cancer is one of the most lethal tumor types, and 
there is an urgent need to improve early diagnostic ap-
proaches. The labs involved in this project have previously 
characterized the molecular fingerprints of tumor regions 
representative of early and advanced disease. Now, they 
will use cutting-edge molecular, technological, and com-
putational approaches to search for and identify the seeds 
of aggressive tumors in the early phases of the disease. 
Ultimately, they will translate their discoveries into tools 
that can help pathologists detect the seeds of aggressive 
tumors in patients, in order to predict which individuals 
are most likely to benefit from specific treatments.
 

INVESTIGATING ENGINEERED  
DENDRITIC CELL VACCINES AS A NOVEL 
FORM OF IMMUNOTHERAPY FOR  
PATIENTS WITH SMALL CELL LUNG  
CANCER. 

 
Prof. MICHELE DE PALMA, EPFL  
Dr. NAHAL MANSOURI, CHUV

Small cell lung cancer (SCLC) is a type of lung cancer with 
very dismal prognosis. Unfortunately, current immuno-
therapies have shown little efficacy in this disease. The 
project team will use both experimental SCLC models and 
clinical material to investigate a platform of engineered 
dendritic cell vaccines developed in the lab. If successful, 
the results of this TANDEM project may help to propel the 
clinical testing of this new form of cancer immunotherapy 
in patients with SCLC.
 



32

USING SUPER-RESOLUTION EXPANSION 
MICROSCOPY TO ENSURE THE PRECISION 
AND SAFETY OF THERAPIES BASED ON 
ENGINEERED T LYMPHOCYTES. 

 
Dr. VIRGINIE HAMEL, UNIGE  
Dr. BENITA WOLF, CHUV

Understanding on the nanoscale how engineered T cells 
interact with target tumor cells is an unmet medical need. 
This TANDEM research proposal aims to develop easily ac-
cessible and robust super-resolution expansion microsco-
py for preclinical characterization of CAR-T cell products. 
This project will advance our understanding of the engi- 
neered CAR-T cell immunological synapse by elucidating 
its molecular composition and architecture as a function 
of different CAR designs. The overall goal is to implement 
super-resolution microscopy as a standard procedure in 
translational immuno-oncology.
 

HARNESSING THE TUMORICIDAL  
ACTIVITIES OF CD4+ T CELLS TO OPTIMIZE 
CANCER IMMUNOTHERAPIES  
FOR ADULT AND PEDIATRIC PATIENTS. 

 
Prof. CAMILLA JANDUS, UNIGE   
Dr. FRANCESCO CEPPI / Prof. GEORGE COUKOS, CHUV

This is a highly translational project aiming at harnes-
sing the tumoricidal activities of CD4+ T cells to optimize  
cancer immunotherapies. The project includes preclinical  
validation of TCR-engineered CD4 T cells and the setting 
up of a phase 1 clinical trial for relapsed and refractory 
solid tumors in both adult and childhood cohorts.
 

TANDEM PROGRAM
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NEREUS : NETWORK-BASED DRUG  
RESPONSE AND REPURPOSING AT THE 
SINGLE CELL RESOLUTION TO ADVISE  
PATIENT TREATMENT CARE AND IMPROVE 
OUTCOME OF BLADDER CANCER.
 
Prof. MARIANNA KRUITHOF-DE JULIO, UNIBE  
Dr. BERNHARD KISS, Inselspital

NEREUS (NEtwork based drug REsponse and repUrposing 
at Single cell resolution) is focused on the multimodal 
characterization of the ecosystem of bladder cancer and 
the development of an artificial intelligence framework 
to advise patient treatment care and improve outcome.
 
 

THE MICROBIOTA-EOSINOPHIL AXIS  
AS A CRITICAL REGULATOR OF DISEASE 
COURSE, METASTASIS AND THERAPY 
RESPONSE IN PATIENTS WITH  
COLORECTAL CANCER.
 
Prof. Dr. MICHAEL SCHARL, USZ 
Prof. Dr. ISABELLE ARNOLD WALLÉN, UZH

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second most common 
cancer and cause of cancer-related deaths worldwide. 
Epidemiological studies have linked the presence of high 
intratumoral eosinophil levels to favorable prognosis and 
enhanced survival of CRC patients. However, the under-
lying mechanisms for this remain poorly understood. This 
project aims to understand whether alterations in the in-
testinal microbiota composition – a hallmark of CRC pa-
tients – might modulate eosinophil functions within the 
tumor microenvironment, thus affecting disease course, 
the development of metastasis and therapeutic response 
in CRC patients. The scientists aim to provide new ave-
nues for harnessing eosinophil activities in CRC and will 
foster personalized microbiota-based precision medicine 
strategies for patient care.
 

The Scientific Board of the ISREC Foundation vouches  
for the development and scientific monitoring of  
these projects. Supervision and financial management 
are ensured by our administrative and financial  
management office. 
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SUR/SRP Summer Program

In 2022, the ISREC Foundation supported 7 students par-
ticipating in the SUR/SRP « Summer Research » program, 
a collaboration between the UNIL and the EPFL. This 
scientific summer internship took place from July 4 to  
August 26 in labs of both institutions. For the students, this 
was a memorable and rewarding experience, which, for 
some, will have an impact on their future study plans. This 
8-week internship offered the selected young biologists 
and physicians a first insight into the world of research, 
an enriching experience and an opportunity to network on 
an international level. The host labs, on the other hand, 
were offered the chance to discover brilliant students who 
might, someday, return for a Master’s or PhD degree. This 
year again, the participants were able to visit the AGORA 
Center. Congratulations to these promising students ! 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

The 2022 SUR/SRP interns and Prof. M. Gasser  
visiting the AGORA Center.

Animesh Awasthi  
c/o Prof. David Gfeller –  
UNIL/CHUV
Indian Institute  
of Technology – India

Sundos Ali Naji Abu Sanad  
c/o Prof. Li Tang – EPFL
Jordan University of  
Science and Technology – 
Jordan

Yelyn Kim   
c/o Prof. Ping-Chih Ho – 
UNIL/CHUV
Seoul National University – 
South Korea

Roxana Sadat Ghasemi 
Dehkohneh    
c/o Prof. Daniel Constam – 
EPFL / University  
of Isfahan – Iran

Kelly Hu    
c/o Can Aztekin – EPFL
McGill University –  
Canada

Ezzeldeen Mohammed 
Alswerky     
c/o Prof. Bruno Correia – 
EPFL / Islamic University  
of Gaza – Palestine

Alireza Tanoori     
c/o Prof. Pierre Gönczy –
EPFL / University  
of Tehran – Iran
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Scientific conferences, symposia  
and workshops  

In 2022, more than 200 events, symposia and scientific 
lectures were held in the Paternot auditorium and the 
lecture rooms of the AGORA Cancer Research Center, 
most of them directly related to research and oncology. 

The ISREC Foundation also co-organized two workshops. 
In September, more than 200 researchers, physicians and 
scientists attended a workshop on FLASH Therapy. And 
in November, close to 130 participants gathered to discuss  
the involvement of patients in cancer research. 

The ISREC Foundation will continue to prioritize oncology, 
so as to reflect its two main missions in the AGORA Cen-
ter’s program of activities, namely experimental, transla-
tional and clinical research, and the support of the next 
generation of scientists and physicians in this field. 



36

THE FOUNDATION COUNCIL

PRESIDENT

Prof. Pierre-Marie Glauser
Lawyer and professor of tax law at UNIL  
(University of Lausanne), associate at Oberson Abels SA  

MEMBERS

Claudine Amstein
Independent administrator

Yves Henri Bonzon
Head Investment Management, CIO  
and member of the Executive Board, Julius Bär

Prof. Nicolas Demartines (as of February 2023)
General Director, CHUV  
(Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois) 

Prof. Philippe Eckert (until 31 December 2022)
General Director, CHUV 
(Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois) 

Prof. Dr. Michael N. Hall
Representative of the Scientific Board,  
Professor at the Biozentrum, University of Basel 

Bertrand Levrat
General Director, HUG 
(Hôpitaux Universitaires de Genève) 

Prof. Philippe Moreillon
Former Vice-Rector, UNIL (University of Lausanne),  
professor emeritus
 
 

 
 
Dr. Thomas W. Paulsen 
Chief Financial Officer, Head of Finance  
and Risk Division, BCV 
(Banque Cantonale Vaudoise, Lausanne)

Prof. Béatrice Schaad
Director of the Communications Department, CHUV 
(Centre Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois) 

Dr. Fritz Schiesser (dès février 2023)
Lawyer and notary public, former member of the Swiss 
Council of States, former president of the Foundation 
Council of the Swiss National Science Foundation 
(SNSF), former president of the Board of the Swiss  
Federal Institutes of Technology (ETH Board)

Prof. Andreas Tobler (as of February 2023)
Former medical director of the Inselspital in Bern  
and the Insel Gruppe AG, member of the board  
of the University Hospital Zurich

Prof. Didier Trono
Full Professor, GHI (Global Health Institute), EPFL  
(École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne)

The Foundation consists of the following bodies :
 

THE FOUNDATION COUNCIL
The Foundation Council is the highest managing authority of the Foundation. It allocates resources, 
appoints its own members, those of the Scientific Board and the Management, as well as the Financial 
Auditors. It approves the annual budget and the Foundation’s accounts. 
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THE SCIENTIFIC BOARD 
The Scientific Board is composed of experts of inter- 
national renown in various fields of cancer research, who 
cannot be members of the Foundation Council, with  
the exception of the president of the Scientific Board,  
by virtue of his position. Assisted by the Scientific Board, 
the Management selects the research projects  
to be funded, and presents its recommendations to  
the Foundation Council. 

PRESIDENT

Prof. Dr. Michael N. Hall
Professor at the Biozentrum, University of Basel  

MEMBERS

Prof. Dr. med. Andrea Alimonti (as of January 2023)
Director of the Molecular Oncology Department,  
Institute of Oncology Research, Bellinzona

Prof. Fabrice André
Research director, in charge of the U981 unit  
of the INSERM, Medical Oncology Department,  
Institut Gustave Roussy, Villejuif, France

Prof. Peter Johnson 
Professor of medical oncology, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Southampton, UK

Prof. Anne Müller 
Associate professor in experimental medicine,  
Institute for Molecular Cancer Research,  
University of Zurich

Prof. Dr. Federica Sallusto
Full professor in medical immunology at  
the ETH Zurich and the Università della Svizzera  
italiana (USI), Lugano (joint professorship),  
member of the Research Council of the Swiss  
National Science Foundation (SNSF)

THE MANAGEMENT 
Assisted by the Scientific Board, the Management  
selects the research projects to be funded. It develops 
and recommends a fundraising strategy and carries  
out the tasks defined by the Foundation Council. 

Prof. Susan M. Gasser
Director

Aylin Niederberger
Administrative and Financial Director
 

THE FINANCIAL AUDITORS
The financial auditors, whose duties are determined  
by law, are nominated by the Foundation Council.  
They are elected for one year. The 2022 mandate was 
entrusted to Ernst & Young SA in Lausanne,  
a fiduciary company recognized by the Swiss Institute  
of Certified Accountants and Tax Consultants.
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BOOK  
OF DONORS

Since 1964, numerous donors have supported 
our cause through their gifts, subsidies or legacies and 
have contributed to the progress of cancer research.

We are very grateful and thank each one  
of them most warmly.
Among these donors, more than six hundred appear  
in our Book of Donors :

CONTRIBUTIONS OF MORE THAN  
1 MILLION FRANCS
 

Two anonymous gifts / One anonymous legacy, Lausanne / Lady Elisabeth Ampthill, in  

Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Anne B., Lausanne / Mrs. Annette B., Vevey / Mrs. Anne-Laurence 

B., Préverenges / Legacy Mrs. Wilhelmine B., Lausanne / Biltema Foundation, Amsterdam / 

Ceres Foundation, Carouge / Mr. Dimitri D., Pully / Mrs. Hilda D., Colombier / Mrs. Yolande de  

M., Epalinges / Mrs. Johannette G., Lausanne / Göhner Foundation, Zug / Mrs. Jeanne H., 

Neuchâtel / Mr. Jean-Pierre H., St-Imier / Mrs. Henriette H.-C., Lausanne / Legacy Mr. Hans H.,  

Vufflens-le-Château / Helmut Horten Foundation, Lugano / Istanjac Foundation, Triesen  / 

Lardeco Foundation, Vaduz / Lartek Limited, Bermuda / Le Laurier Rose Foundation, Lausanne  /  

Leenaards Foundation, Lausanne / Swiss Cancer League, Bern / Loterie Romande, Lausanne  / 

Legacy Mr. Emile M., Bursins / Legacy Mrs. Marie M., Marin / Nouvelle Cassius Foundation, 

Vaduz  / Mrs. Judith P., Lausanne / Mr. Yves J. P., Verbier / Pestalozzi Foundation, Road Town  / 

Porthos Foundation, Triesen / Mrs. Martine Monique R., Geneva / Mr. Eric S., Neuchâtel /  

Sevastopoulo Fund, Lausanne / Mr. Marc V., Lausanne / Canton Vaud

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS BETWEEN CHF 100 000.– 
AND 1 MILLION FRANCS
 

Thirty-four anonymous gifts / Aiuto Foundation, Nyon / Canton Aargau / Mrs. Adelhaid 

Gertrud B., Hilterfingen / Mrs. Anne B., Préverenges / Mrs. Charlotte B., Romanel / Mrs. Dina 

Henriette B., Vevey / Mrs. Elise B., Chailly-s/Montreux / Legacy Mrs. Jacqueline B., Paris /  

Legacy Mrs. Jacqueline B., Rolle / Barend und Geertjen Scheffer Foundation, Lausanne / 

Canton Bern / Mrs. Anne-Marie C., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. Florence Helen C., La Tour-de-

Peilz / Mrs. Jeannette C., Vevey / Mrs. Suzanne C., Prilly / José Carreras pour la lutte contre 

la leucémie Foundation, Meyrin / Copley May Foundation, Geneva / Câbleries et Tréfileries  

de Cossonay  / Ciba-Geigy SA, Basel / Mrs Ariane D., Geneva / Mrs. Ida d’A., Lausanne / Mrs. 

Catherine D., Montreux / Mrs. Clara D., Montreux / Mr. Damien D., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. 

Doris Ursula D., St-Sulpice / Mr. Henri D., Monaco / Mr. Irmgard D., Locarno / Legacy Mrs. 

Marylise D., Echichens / Legacy Mrs. Perdrix D., Montreux / Mr. Marcel D., Lausanne / Mrs. 

Simone D., Lausanne / Mrs. Elisabeth E., Geneva / Empiris Foundation, Zürich / Echec au can-

cer de la Broye, Payerne / Mrs. Bertha F., Yverdon / Mrs. Lilia F., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Alma 

Maria F., Petit-Lancy / Legacy Mrs. Aurelia F., Clarens / Legacy Mrs. Emma Germaine F., Orbe / 

Alfred Fischer Foundation, Lausanne / François Guédon Fiduciaire & Gérance SA, Lausanne  / 

Canton Fribourg and Ligue fribourgeoise contre le cancer / Mrs. Andrée Lucienne G., Pully / 

Mrs. Esmeralda G., Lausanne / Mr. Louis G., Prilly / Legacy Mrs. Aline G., Kirchberg  / Legacy 

Mrs. Antoinette G., Colombier / Legacy Mrs. Claudine G. L., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Danielle 

G., Lutry / Gygi-Beguin Fund, Lausanne / Canton Geneva / Mrs. Elvine H., Montreux / M. 

Georg Philip H., Leipzig / Mrs. Liise H. / Mr. René H., Lausanne / Heskem Foundation, Vaduz / 

Hoffman-La Roche & Co, Basel / Mrs. Alice J., Pully / Mrs. Marguerite J.-K., Lausanne / Canton 

Jura / Mrs. Consuela K., Lausanne / Mrs. Laura L., Spanien / Mrs. Marthe L., Lausanne / Mr. 

Pierre Louis L., Lausanne / Mrs. Yvette L., Vevey / Ligue vaudoise contre le cancer, Lausanne / 

Municipalité de Lausanne / Mrs. Carmen M., Clarens / Mr. Karl Heinz M., Krienz / Mrs. Lilianne 

M., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Louise M., Corsier / Mrs. Marthe M., Lausanne / Mrs. Odette M., 

Lausanne  / Legacy Mrs Armentina M., Yverdon / Mr. Roland M., Cugy / Legacy Mrs. Marie 

M., Vevey / Legacy Mrs. Louisa M., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Monique M., Lausanne / Legacy 

Mrs. Raymonde M., Lausanne / Medic Foundation, Geneva / Migros Genossenschafts-Bund, 

Zürich  / Mrs. Denise Alice N., Neuchâtel / Nirmo Foundation, Triesen / Nestlé SA, Vevey / Can-

ton Neuchâtel / Oiseau Bleu Foundation, Vaduz / Orfeo Foundation, Vaduz / Mrs. Elisabeth 

P., Neyruz / Mr. Franz P., Coppet / Mrs. Marie-Louise P., Lausanne / Mrs. Marthe P., Lutry  / 

Mr. Pierre P., Estavayer-le-Lac / Legacy Mr. Luis P. M., Rolle / Jacqueline Petit Foundation, 

Lausanne / Fondation de bienfaisance de la Banque Pictet & Cie, Carouge / Mrs. Louise Q., Re-

nens / Mr. Georges R., Paris / Mrs. Nina R., Pully / Legacy Mrs. Lucette R., Blonay / Legacy Mrs. 

Suzanne R., Lausanne / The Rose Charitable Trust, United Kingdom / Mr. Edouard-Marcel S., 

Lausanne / Mrs. Georgette S., Geneva / Mrs. Paulette S., Denens / Mrs. Rosalie S., Montreux / 

Mr. and Mrs. S.-B., Sierre / Legacy Mrs. Martha S., Yverdon / Legacy Mrs. Maryse S., Carouge  / 

Swiss Medical Network, Echandens / Canton St-Gallen / Miss Suzanne-Marie T., Payerne / 

Michel Tossizza Foundation, Lausanne / Tetra Laval International, Pully / Mrs. Evelyne V., 

Lausanne / Mrs. Gabriella Maria W., Geneva / Mrs. Henriette W., Lausanne / Mrs. Mona W., 

Geneva / Mrs. Nina W. Lonay / Prof. Dr h.c. René W. (Castolin SA), St-Sulpice / Canton Valais / 

Mrs. Gertrud Z., Münchenstein / Mr. Walther Willy Z., Montreux / Canton Zürich
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CONTRIBUTIONS BETWEEN CHF 50 000.–  
AND CHF 100 000.– 
 

Thirteen anonymous gifts / Mrs. Alice A., Moutier / Mrs. Yvette A., Vevey / Mr. Bernard B., 

Bournens / Mr. Ernesto B., Geneva / Mrs. Germaine B.-R., Aubonne / Mr. Giovanni B., Lausanne  / 

Mrs. Liliane B., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie B., Pully / Mrs. Rachelle B., Montreux / Canton Basel- 

Landschaft / Borel & Barbey, Geneva / Mrs. Alice E. C., Orbe / Mrs. Fernande C., Lausanne / 

Mr. Marcel C., Lausanne / Mrs. Teresa C.-R., Zürich / Mrs. Violette C., Lausanne / Centrale 

Suisse des Lettres de Gages (Pfandbriefzentrale), Bern / Chafee Foundation, Schaan / Mr.  

Jean D., Biel  / Mrs. Martine D., Lausanne / Mrs. Raymonde D., Morges / Mrs. Fernande D.-A., 

Les Cullayes / Legacy Mr. Jean D., Peseux / Mrs. Marie E.-B., Crans-près-Céligny / Jules & Irène 

Ederer-Uehlinger Foundation, Bern / Emouna Foundation / Mrs. Arlette F., Vevey / Mrs. Josette 

F., Neuchâtel / Legacy Mr. Bernard F., Lausanne / Fabrique de Câbles Electriques, Cortaillod   / 

Mrs. Claudine G., New York / Mrs. Dorothéa G., Lausanne / Mrs. Lidia G., Echallens  / Mrs. Li-

liane G., Aubonne / Mr. Jean-Charles H., Geneva / Mrs. Marie Juliette Simone H., Geneva / Mrs. 

Renée H., Lausanne / Prof. Gustave J., Zürich / Mrs. Margarete J., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Louise 

J., Renens / Mrs. Hedwige Meinrada L.-G. / Les Halliers Foundation, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne / 

Lombard Odier Foundation, Geneva / Cancer league Valais, Sierre / La Suisse Assurances, 

Lausanne / Mrs. Marianne M., Lausanne / Mrs Patricia M., Basel / Mr. Eugen M.-M., Kilchberg  / 

Nutresco SA, Penthalaz / Mrs. Andrée P., Lausanne / Mrs. Madeleine P., Bulle / Mrs. Etien-

nette Q. da F., Lausanne / Mrs. Gabrielle R., Aubonne / Mrs.Marianne R.-B.-J., Fleurier / Mrs. 

Anne-Marie S., Romanel / Legacy Mrs. Marie R., Bremgarten / Legacy Mrs. Denise S., Bus-

sy-Chardonney / Symphasis Foundation, Zürich / Charles Schwab & Co., Inc., San Francisco  / 

Sinpro SA, Lausanne / Elisabetta and Jacques Tabord Foundation, Lausanne / Trophée Ago, 

Lonay / Mrs. Anne-Marie U., La Chaux-de-Fonds / Mrs. Madeleine V., Les Paccots / Charles 

Veillon Foundation, Lausanne / Mrs. Corinne W., Lausanne / Mr. Pierre Z., Lausanne / Legacy 

Mrs. Stella Z., Lausanne

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS BETWEEN CHF 5000.–  
AND CHF 50 000.– 
 
Fifty-three anonymous gifts / Mr. Emile A., Auvernier / Dr. Etienne A., Lausanne / Mr. Georges 

A., Colombier-sur-Morges / Mrs Jacqueline A., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie A.-D., Lausanne / In memo-

ry of Mr. Etienne A., Penthalaz / Annah 2 Foundation, Panama City / Adriacom SA, Buchillon  / 

Albion House Ltd, Lausanne / Alcoa International SA, Lausanne / André & Cie SA, Lausanne / 

Canton Appenzell Ausserrhoden / Mr. Aimé B., Boudry / Mr. Albert B., Lausanne / Miss Alice 

and Miss Hélène B., Lausanne / Mr. Benoît B., Lutry / Mrs. Charlotte B., Prilly / Mrs. Clara B., 

Veytaux / Mrs. Dorothée B., La Chaux-de-Fonds / Mrs. Elisabeth B., Lausanne / Mrs. Emma B., 

Bern / Mrs. Fidela B., Clarens / Mrs. Jeanne B., Romanel / Mr. Louis B., Pully / Mrs. Lucie B., La 

Tour-de-Peilz / Mr. Maurice B., Lutry / Mrs. Mireille B., Pully / Mrs. Mirza B., Morges / Mrs. Nicky 

B., Bulle / Mrs. Nicole B., Lausanne / Mrs. Odile B., Lens / Mrs. Reina B., Prilly / Mrs. Rosa B., 

Cossonay / In memory of Mr. Ulysse B., Lully / Mrs. Yvonne Edmée B., Auvernier / Legacy Mrs. 

Marianne B., Yverdon / Legacy Mrs. Rosette B., Lausanne / Bhema Vaduz Foundation, Neuchâ-

tel / Action cancer des boulangers / La Bâloise Assurances, Basel / Banque cantonale vaudoise, 

Lausanne / Banque Vaudoise de Crédit, Lausanne / Baumgartner Papiers SA, Lausanne / Bobst 

& Fils SA, Lausanne / Boillat SA, Reconvillier / Brauchli SA, Lausanne / Company Paul Bucher, 

Basel / Mrs. Anne-Marie C., Lausanne / Mr. Ernest C., Villeneuve / Mrs. Eveline C., Ecublens / 

Mr. François C., Meggen / Mr. Frédy C., Prilly / Mr. Jean C., Bern / Miss Juliette C., Lausanne / 

Mrs. Marie C. and Mr. Bernard P., Saint-Légier-La-Chiésaz / Mrs. Nelly C.-B., Prilly / Mr. Stefan 

C., St-Légier / Legacy Mrs. Jacqueline C., Clarens / Association des Câbleries Suisses, Zürich / 

Caisse d’Epargne du District de Cossonay / « Comeback » des motards, Lausanne / Copycolor 

SA, Renens / Couvent de Sainte Ursule, Sion / Mr. Albert D., Vevey / Mrs. Alice D., Lausanne / 

Mr. Armand D., Penthalaz / Mr. Constant D., Lausanne / Mr. Emile D., Châtel-St-Denis / Mr.  

and Mrs. Ernest D., Echichens-sur-Morges / Mrs. Estelle D., Jouxtens / Mr. Gian Andrea D., 

Epalinges  / Mrs. Lily D., Lausanne / Mrs. Livia D., Montreux / In memory of Mr. Xavier D., United 

Kingdom / Miss Simone de M. d’A., Lausanne / Mrs Aïda de P. M., Lonay / In memory of Miss 

Floriane du B., Les Ponts-de- Martel / Legacy Mr. Gustav D., Bern / Legacy Mrs. Pierrette D., 

Lavaux-Oron / Schweizerische Stiftung für den Doron-Preis, Zug / Delta Securities, Guernsey / 

Decalia Asset Management SA, Geneva / Régie De Rham, Lausanne / Edouard Dubied & Cie, 

Neuchâtel / DuBois Invest LLC, Sierre / Mrs. Marie E., Vevey / Legacy Mrs. Paulette E., Le  

Lignon  / Legacy Mrs. Bertha E., Lens / Empiris Foundation, Zürich / Ebauches SA, Neuchâtel / 

Ecole Hotelière de Lausanne / Ernst & Young, Lausanne / Etablissement cantonal d’assurances, 

Pully / Municipalité d’Epalinges / Mrs. Francisca F., Lausanne / Mrs Jacqueline F.-G., Lausanne / 

Mrs. Janine F., Yverdon / Mr. Jules F., Payerne / Mr. Pierre F., Romont / Mr. Ruedi F., Gümligen / 

FPH (Foundation pour le Progrès de l’homme) , Lausanne / Fabrique d’Assortiments Réunis,  

Le Locle / Fabrique de Câbles de Brugg / Mrs and Mr. Caroline and Patrice G., St-Sulpice / Mr. 

Daniel G. / Mrs. Genifer G., La Tour-de-Peilz / Miss Germaine Marie G., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. 

Hilda G., Morges / Mr. Johannes G., Lausanne / In memory of Mr. Mario G., Bern / Mr. Roger G., 

Lonay / Mr. Sven G / Mrs. Violette G., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Claudine G., Morges / Grande 

Kermesse de la jeunesse pour la lutte contre le cancer, Geneva / La Genevoise Assurances, 

Geneva / Galenica AG, Bern / Golay-Buchel & Co, Lausanne / Kanton Glaris / Mrs. Claire- 

Marguerite H., Geneva / Mr. Ernst H., Biel / Mr. Feras H., Dubaï / Mr. Gérard H., Lausanne /  

Legacy Mr. Gérard H., Les Diablerets / Mr. Gustav H.-M., Schaffhausen / Mr. Hans H., Vufflens- 

le-Château / Mrs. J. H., Geneva / Miss Marguerite H., Lausanne / Mrs. et Mr. Marianne et Walter 

H.-D., Corseaux / Mrs. Violette H., La Tour-de-Peilz / Mrs. Yvette H., Lausanne / Louise Helfe-

rich Fonds, Lausanne / Sources Minérales Henniez / Mrs. Ginette I., Pully / In memory of Mr. 

Heinz I., Lausanne / Imprimeries Réunies SA, Lausanne / Ingeni SA, Lausanne / Integra Bios-

ciences AG, Wallisellen / Interfood SA, Lausanne / Mrs. Elizabeth J., Montreux / Mrs. Germaine 

J., Renens / Mr. Hermann J., Ste-Croix / Mrs. Joséphine J., Sierre / Mr. Olivier J. G., Lausanne / 

Mrs. Suzanne J., Sion / Juchum Foundation, Lausanne / Mrs. Alice K., Grandvaux / In memory 

of Mrs. Betty K., Geneva / Mrs. Rose K., Crans-près-Céligny / Idryma Georges Katingo Lemos 

Foundation, Lausanne / Kodak SA, Lausanne / Mrs. Alice L., Payerne / In memory of Mr. 

Charles-Edouard L., Glion / Mrs. Connie E. F. L., Zürich / Mrs. Jane L., Lausanne / Mr. Jean-Pierre 

L., Bournens / Mr. Oskar L., Meiringen / Mr. Roger L., Lausanne / Mr. Hans L.-B., Hasle b. Burg-

dorf  / Mrs. Marcelle L.-H., Montreux / Mrs. Emilie L.-M., Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. L.-S., Lau-

sanne / Mrs. Sandra L.T., Lausanne / Legacy Mr. Fritz L., Moutier / Ligue genevoise contre le 

cancer, Geneva  / Ligue tessinoise contre le cancer, Locarno / La Boutique d’Occasions, Lau-

sanne / Leclanché SA, Yverdon / Lemo SA, Ecublens / Likno establishment, Vaduz / Lo-Holding 

Lausanne-Ouchy SA, Lausanne / Mrs. Alice M., Château d’Oex / Mr. Bertrand M., Geneva / 

Mrs. Charlotte M., Chavornay  / Mrs. Francis M., Lausanne / Mr. François M., Lausanne / Mr. 

J.-M. M., Lausanne / Mrs. Léonie M., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie-Claire M., Lausanne / Mrs. Marion 

M., Lausanne / Mrs. Nelly M., Rossinière / Mr. Pierre M., Lausanne / Mrs. Rachel M., Vevey / 

Mr. Roland M., Grandvaux / Mr. Rudolf M., Binningen / Mrs. Suzanne M., Renens / Mrs. Viviane 

M., Corseaux / Mrs. Marthe M.-M., Montreux / Legacy Mr. Eric M., Yverdon / Legacy Mrs.  

Verena M., Le Locle / Ernest Matthey Foundation, Pully / Metallwerke AG, Dornach / Mrs. 

Monique N., Vandoeuvres / Mrs. Angela N.-W., Bern / Legacy Mrs. Anne N., Blonay / Mr.  

Andréa O., Jouxtens / Mrs and Mr. Anita and Pierre O., Payerne / Mr. Daniel O., Villars-sous-

Yens  / Mrs. Marie O.-C., Lausanne / Oberson Abels SA, Geneva / Mrs. Elsy P., Pully / Mr. Emile 

P., Oron / Mr. Georges P., Morges / Mrs. Ida P., Oulens-sur-Lucens / Mr. Jean P., Lausanne / Mr. 

Jean-Claude P., Saint-Cierges / Mrs. Jeanne P., Fribourg / Mr. Jules Ernest P., Orbe / Mrs.  

Marylène P., Lausanne / Mrs. Mireille P., Pully / Mr. René P., Lausanne / Mrs. Rose-Marie P., 

St-Aubin-Sauges / Dr. Suzanne-Marie P.-R., Lausanne / Legacy Mrs. Marina P.-G., Bagnes / 

Legacy Mrs. Violette P., Lausanne / The Pro Aremorica Trust / Payot SA, Lausanne / Philipps 

AG, Zürich / Publicitas SA, Lausanne / Messrs Alain & Jean-Daniel R., Bern / Mr. Alfred R., 

Aubonne / Mrs. Alice R., Lausanne / Mrs. Angèle R., Payerne / Mrs. Anne R., Lausanne / Mr. 

and Mrs. Hans & Hildegard R., Mettmenstetten / Mr. Hansueli R., Bern / In memory of Mr. 

Pierre-Laurent R., Pully / Rütli Foundation, Luzern / Rentenanstalt, Zürich / Ramelet SA, Lau-

sanne / Renault Finance SA, Lausanne / Retraites Populaires, Lausanne / Montres Rolex SA, 

Geneva / Rotary Club, Lausanne / Mrs. Béatrice S., Pully / Mr. Carlo S., Montreux / Mrs. Cécile 

S., St-Prex / Mrs. Clémence S., Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. David & Barbara S., Geneva / Mr. G. A. 

S., Lausanne / Mrs. Jeanne S., La Conversion-sur-Lutry / Mrs. Lucie S., Lausanne / Mrs.  

Marguerite S., Lausanne / Mrs. Marie S. / In memory of Mrs. Marie-Jeanne S., Zermatt / Mr. 

Olivier S., Rolle / Mr. Paul-R. S., Lausanne / Mr. Robert Charles S., Laupen / Mrs. Suzanne S., 

Lausanne / Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S.-G., Laufen / Legacy Mrs. Marie-Louise S. / Sobrate Founda-

tion, Lausanne / Solis Foundation, Le Mont-sur-Lausanne / Société de couture, Savigny /  

Société de Réassurances, Zürich / Société des Chaux & Ciments de la Suisse Romande,  

Lausanne / Société Romande d’électricité, Clarens / Supra (SVRSM), Lausanne / Sagrave SA, 

Lausanne / Sandoz AG, Basel / Carrelages Sassi SA, Corminboeuf / Scheuchzer SA,  

Lausanne   / Schroder & Co Bank SA, Geneva / Sicpa SA, Prilly / Siemens-Albis AG, Zürich / 

Skilift Parsenn-Furka Klosters AG, Davos Platz / Soroptimist International - Union Suisse, 

Grandvaux  / Sureco Investments SA, Gland / Syslog Informatique SA, Fribourg / Municipalité 

de Saint-Sulpice / Mr. Alain T., Bex / Mr. Albert T., St-Saphorin-sur-Morges / Mrs. Antoinette T., 

Nyon / Mr. Georges T., Lausanne / Mr. Jean T., Ste-Croix / Miss Jeanne T., Lausanne / Mr.  

Luciano T., Milan / Team Girard, Palézieux-Village / Telekurs Holding Ltd., Wallisellen / Mrs. 

Annie U., Towson / Mrs. Anne-Marie U., La Chaux-de-Fonds / Canton Uri / Mr. Benjamin V., 

Cully / Misses Charlotte & Hildegard V., Davos / Mrs. Constance V., Le Mont-sur- Lausanne / 

Mrs. Cosette V., Givrins / Mrs. Nelly-Henriette V., Villeneuve / Mrs. Paulette V., Auvernier / 

Mrs. Andrea V. D., Monthey / Mrs. Rosa V.-J., Lengnau / Vaudoise Assurances, Lausanne / 

Verrerie de St-Prex SA / Mrs. Emmy W., St-Sulpice / Mrs. Geneviève W., Le Mouret / Mr. 

Jacques W., Lausanne / Mrs. Lyana Elizabeth W., Montreux / Legacy Mrs. Lilly W., Steffisburg  / 

Winterthur Assurances, Zürich / Wander AG, Bern / WnG, Lausanne / Young Presidents’  

Organization, Geneva / Zozo Foundation, Vaduz / Zellinvest SA, Geneva / Zyma SA, Nyon

We respect your privacy and are committed to the protection  
of your private information. Our privacy policy is available on our 
website at www.isrec.ch. If you prefer to donate anonymously, 
please write us an e-mail at info@isrec.ch.
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At the end of this year, we wish to express our sincere gratitude to 
all our generous donors, without whom none of our projects could 
have been accomplished.

A very special thank-you to Prof. SUSAN M. GASSER, our director,  
and AYLIN NIEDERBERGER, our administrative and financial  
director. Our heartfelt appreciation also goes to our administra-
tive team, consisting of NATHALIE BLANC, LESLIE CARRON and 
ISABELLE SCHIESS, and to our ambassadors, DIDIER GROBET and 
ANDREAS CHOFFAT, for their loyal commitment.

You all have contributed to the advancement and the success of 
our Foundation. 
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