
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Laying of the foundation stone for AGORA, a new cancer 
research centre 

(Lausanne, 29 September 2016) On the invitation of the ISREC Foundation, which is directing 
the project, more than a hundred guests, government representatives and institutional 
partners participated at the official foundation stone-laying ceremony for AGORA, the future 
translational cancer research centre. From spring 2018, this new building, at the heart of the 
CHUV, will be able to accommodate around 300 researchers and clinicians under one roof. 

The foundation stone for the AGORA - Cancer Centre in Lausanne was officially laid in the presence 
of three department heads - Anne-Catherine Lyon (DFJC), Pierre-Yves Maillard (DSAS) and Pascal 
Broulis (DFIRE) -, Catherine Labouchère, President of the ISREC Foundation, Professor Francis-
Luc Perret, Director of the ISREC Foundation, Professor Pierre-François Leyvraz, Director of the 
CHUV, and Professor George Coukos, Head of the Department of Oncology of UNIL-CHUV. 

Working together to fight cancer 

During the spring of 2018, a translational cancer research centre named AGORA – Cancer Centre 
will open at the heart of the hospital site, on land provided in the form of surface rights by the Canton 
of Vaud. Initiated by the ISREC Foundation, the AGORA project is the result of a partnership with 
the CHUV, the University of Lausanne, the EPFL, the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research and the 
Geneva University Hospitals. AGORA aspires to become a centre of reference that will attract the 
top cancer specialists. 

Giving patients access to new treatments 

The building, whose design and execution were assigned to Behnisch Architekten of Stuttgart 
following an international architectural competition, will bring together the skills of around 300 
researchers and clinicians from the partner institutions, on a surface area of 11'500 m2. Their goal 
will be to unite efforts aimed at a disease that affects four out of ten Swiss during their lifetime and 
that represents one of the world’s major public health problems. 

Gathered under one roof in a community of expertise, doctors, biologists, geneticists, immunologists, 
bioinformaticians and bioengineers will work together to take up the multiple challenges posed by 
this disease. This centre will contribute to the accelerated development of new therapeutic 
approaches that will benefit patients. 

A model of public-private partnership 

“AGORA is being built, and we are happy to see this project being realised. Centred on a public 
health issue, it brings together all the different actors involved in cancer research. Our foundation is 
proud of its contribution to this wonderful structure, which aligns with the vision of its founders,” said 
Catherine Labouchère, President of the ISREC Foundation. Budgeted at 80 million francs, the 
financing of the project is being provided entirely by the Foundation. 

Ensuring the sustainability of medicine with a human dimension  

This partnership between institutions that have been collaborating closely for several years will also 
contribute to the training of future scientists and clinicians. They will benefit from an infrastructure 
designed to meet medicine’s most demanding requirements. At the heart of the AGORA – Cancer 
Centre, an auditorium will host top oncology specialists and represent a place of study, where young 
students will be able to interact with researchers and experienced clinicians, and prepare to ensure 
the sustainability of medicine with a human dimension. 

For more information: Professor Francis-Luc Perret, director of the ISREC Foundation,  
at 079 475 60 32 
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